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Leo Duffy

Foreword

It was always the intention of the 125 committee to update the book
written by Leo Duffy to celebrate Clydebank Bowling Clubs Centenary. The
majority of the current members will never have seen this publication.
Willie Riach has written this update to the history of the club, since the
clubs centenary year.
We have tried to keep the original book as true to it’s original print
run as possible. As we did not have access to the original pictures, we have
had to
scan them from Leo’s book. This has resulted in some of the pictures
being poorer quality than we would have liked, so we ask you to remember
this when you are reading our book.
We would like to thank everybody that helped us by providing pictures
from the last 25 years and hope you enjoy reading the updated history of
Clydebank Bowling Club

The Updated History of Clydebank Bowling Club printed by Garthland Print & Design
Glasgow G51 2RL Tel: 0141 445 5360

The author has great pleasure in acknowledging the help of the following,
who have made possible the production of this history.
The successive Presidents, Secretaries and Boards who not only did him the honour of
asking him to tell the story of 100 years of Clydebank Bowling Club, but continued to
sustain him in the task with total cooperation. In this regard it is perhaps fitting to
mention the late Frank McGeachy, the former Treasurer, President and Board Member
of some years standing who took a very keen personal interest in this works compilation.
It is a particular sadness to the author that Franks untimely death has deprived him of a
stimulating conversation on the final project. Mr. John Hood, chief librarian and Mrs.
Patricia Malcolm information services librarian of Clydebank District Library for
information and patience well beyond the call of duty. Mr. Gavin Lightbody, the clubs
lawyer and senior partner in George Miller and Co., who have always been the clubs
lawyers. Our advertisers who have not only generously defrayed the cost of publication
but by providing us with tasteful advertisements have enhanced the book. Alec Holmes
for a series of excellent pictures which have contributed so much to this book. Mr. John
Campbell, the manager of Macleod's, the printers, who at important times gave useful
and telling guidance. Above all the many members and friends of the club, far too
numerous to mention individually , who helped in a variety of ways in the compilation
of this history. The author who has derived great enjoyment from researching the work,
is aware of a debt of gratitude far too large to repay. Amid the pressures and cares of
other business, it was always a great joy to him to take time out to discuss, debate and
reminisce with members, relatives and friends of former members who on a number of
occasions generously entertained him in their homes. It was this kind of welcome which
made him realise that any success Clydebank Bowling Club may have achieved on the
greens are as nothing to the friendship and loyalty which the club has generated in many
good people. The author further gratefully acknowledges the willingness which papers
and pictures often of great sentimental value were handed over to him. His great regret is
that only a tiny fraction of those could be used in this book. Finally in the best traditions
of acknowledgements, the author would like to thank his wife, Meg . For the last few
years she has borne a twofold burden. Not only was she married to a member of
Clydebank Bowling Club - itself a passport to being a grass widow - but to one who
filled her house with musty minute books, dusty muniments chests and folders of
photographs and when he did appear at home,
scintillated with such brilliant conversational gems as,” Did you know that in 19..?”
The author is grateful that she has borne this with her customary good humour and
imperturbability.

The First Thirty Years 1884—1914
The story of Clydebank Bowling Club is also the story of industrial Scotland
and the game of bowls in Scotland. When the club was founded in 1884 it
was a time of industrial expansion when heavy industry was flourishing,
when new industrial towns like Clydebank
were growing up either from smaller communities or as in Clydebank’s
case from green fields and when the workers in these industries and the
citizens of these towns were seeking recreation and bowls was helping to
fulfil that need. The first few years of the club, although known in outline,
are relatively obscure because the Minute Books of the club are missing
before 1895.
When the Annual General Meeting of 1895 is reported fully the club had
already been established for 11 years on the site which it occupied
continuously for 100 years, with the west green as the one green and the
Club-house or Bowling Pavilion as it was then sometimes called, the small
Club-house of today.

It is not clear if the founding fathers who met in September1884 to set up the
Clydebank Bowling and Quoiting Club were entirely employees
of J. and G. Thompson’s Shipyard, called the Clydebank Yard. This
was set up in 1871 and gave its name to the town which grew up around it. It
seems likely because it was James R. Thomson, partner and principal of the
Yard who got a lease of land of 1 acre, 37 poles and 12 yards from Miss
Grace Hamilton of Cochno and Barns to set up a club and the first President
of the club was Samuel Crawford, the Shipyard Manager.
What is certainly true was by 1896 there were members of Clydebank
Bowling Club who were not Shipyard employees and who paid higher fees
than members of the Yard. Indeed the first heated debate recorded in the
Minutes is on this very topic. The motion was put to the A.G.M. of 1896
that all members should pay a standard rate of 15/- per year. This eventually
won against two opposing views. The first was status
quo, Thomson’s employees pay 2/6d annually, every one else 17/6d, but
there was a further interesting amendment, “all workers pay 12/6d and that
all merchants, managers and employers of labour pay 17/6d”. The
motion won and so all club members paid 15/- per year, a fee that
remained relatively stable for in 1914 the fees were 18/- per year.
Although Clydebank Bowling Club was no longer a monopoly of the
Yard, which became John Brown’s Yard in 1889, a very close link
between the Yard and the club had been forged. Shipyard employees
continued to be the main strength of the club and from the time of the
aforesaid Samuel Crawford, Shipyard Managers continued to keep a benevolent eye on the activities of the club. When John Rannie, C.B.E.
became the club’s only Honorary President in 1971 this was not just a tribute
to Mr Rannie’s great qualities of head and heart and the interest
he had shown in the club but it symbolised the connection down through the
years between the club and the Yard and evoked memories of names like Sir
Thomas Bell and Sir Stephen Piggott.

These early years of the club also established another enduring link, that
between the club and the civic authorities. James R. Thomson was not
only the partner and, as he is described, principal of Thomson’s Yard and
probably the leading spirit in the founding of Clydebank Bowling Club
but he was also the first Provost of Clydebank when it was declared a
Burgh in 1886 and he held this position till 1888. From that time on a
great many members have been Provosts, Councillors or Officials of the
Burgh and, after 1975 as it then became, of the District.

The longest serving Provost of Clydebank, John Taylor, who was Provost for
15 years from 1904-1919, was a member of the club and showed his bowling

interests as a coalition MP for the Clydebank and Dumbarton Burghs he
established the Taylor Cup in 1920 to be competed for by bowlers from each
of these Burghs. Unfortunately for John Taylor, in 1922 he was defeated in
a particularly bitter and toothy Election by the legendary Labour Candidate
Davie Kirkwood, who was
returned in that Election as one of the “Red Clydesiders”.
One member, John McKenzie, had the distinction of being both Provost of
Clydebank from 1930-33 and President of Clydebank Bowling Club in the
year of the Blitz, 1941. Currently two former Provosts of the Burgh/District,
James Queenan and Robert Calder, are members and the club Treasurer,
John McGinlay, was a former District Treasurer and James Malcolm, a
Board member, was a District Councillor.
The early years of the club give a strong impression of bustling activity and a
sense of purpose. The early Minutes soon reveal an impatience with the
facilities in the club and it is clear that the single west green was considered
inadequate. Although the early title of the club is Clydebank Bowling and
Quoiting Club there is no record of quoits actually being played there and the
ground occupied by the quoiting yard in 1895 was added to for a second
green. Bailie Gaul, the President of the club in 1895, told the A.G.M. of that
year he had negotiated with the representatives of Mr Claud Hamilton,
nephew and heir of Miss Grace Hamilton, for an extra 25½ yards of ground
to the east of
the club’s existing land and the whole lot to be held in feu for an annual
duty of £12 14/4d.
With the ground now obtained the Board set about the laying of the second
or east green. They obtained a loan from the British Linen Bank
at Chalmers Street for £75 and obtained 200 15” x 12” and 800 12” x 12”
turfs from Mr Parker of Irvine.

Unfortunately the history of the new green was an unhappy one. In
March, 1899 Mr Provan of Queen’s Park, who was regarded as an
expert on greens, was called in to pass judgement on the newly laid
green. His summing up was very critical. It was, he said, “very unlevel and
untradesmanlike” and advised relaying. Nevertheless, the Board
decided to press on with the widely advertised opening and on April 29,
1899, Mr W. P. Donaldson of Cochno performed the opening ceremony.
After the opening ceremony the green was closed for play and Mr Parker of
Irvine was asked for 300 more turfs. However, in November of the same
year another expert was called in and he also advised that it ought to be relaid. Despite this the club persisted with the green as laid and in 1903
organised a prize draw to pay off the debt which had now accrued and to
begin a building fund. But before the club could get down to this second
venture the problem of the east green had to be resolved. The leading expert
on greens in the West of Scotland then was Mr Daniel Leslie of
Bishopbriggs and he was called in. He gave his verdict clearly and without
hesitation – the green would have to be relaid. A Special General Meeting
was called in December, 1903 and voted to relay the green. This was done
in the spring of 1904 and the east green was opened for play in June, 1904.
Nevertheless the east green has never been entirely free of problems and was
partially lifted and relaid in 1917. The opening of the east green in 1899 set
in motion another venture – the building of a bigger and more suitable Clubhouse. In an illustrated menu of a supper held in 1908 the date of the
opening of the auld hoose or bowling pavilion is given as 1886. there is no
indication of how this Club-house came to be built or who built it but it is no
surprise that social events were held in the Town Hall close by or in the
newly built Elgin Street School. What is a surprise is that as many as 60-70
members got into it to attend the A.G.M. of 1900 and the figure for the last
A.G.M. to be held there is 100 members.

The opening of the new green had of course doubled the potential membership and the new Rule Book of 1904 said that the maximum membership
should be 200 which was amended at the A.G.M. of 1908 based on advice
from the Scottish Bowling Association to 225. And so a new Club-house
was a necessity and the hour found the man.
One of the indisputable giants of the club is Thomas McGuire who was
president from 1905-07. From the moment he joined in 1899 until he is last
mentioned attending the Golden Jubilee Dinner in 1944 he seemed
very involved in the club’s affairs. He is described in the Feu Charter of
1905 which gave the club more land to build on as “a ships’ draughtsman,
Dunedin Terrace”. Thomas McGuire seemed to be the
leading spirit in the building of the Club-house which was described by
the Glasgow Evening News in 1907 as “a unique and handsome
structure having no equal in Great Britain as a bowling pavilion”.
The events leading up to and the building of this “unique and handsome
structure” can be followed in minute detail. At an early meeting of the
board in 1905 with McGuire as the new President, a proposition was put that
a new pavilion should be built and plans drawn up for this. These
plans were placed before a “large turnout of members” in November 1905
who agreed that a new Club-house with greenkeeper’s house should be built
for a sum of £1,550 and that the whole complex should be furnished
including a billiard room with two tables for £250 giving a final cost of
£1,800. This sum was to be made up of a loan from the members of £800
interest free and £1,000 from the Bank at 4% interest. The beautifully drawn
up estimates for the work are still in existence and provide us with a
comparison of prices with today. It is also interesting to see that three
members of the club shared in the contract. The aforementioned John Taylor,
Provost and MP was a painter and decorator to trade and his firm did all the
decorating work for £57 1/6d. A present-day member David Sinclair’s
grandfather, Andrew, ran a plumbing business in Clydebank.

Andrew was an early member of the club, possibly a founder member,
and he did all the plumbing work for the club, including the lead covering for
the distinctive dome on the building, for £194 15/7d. The most substantial
single contract went to another member, George
Prentice, who had a joiner’s business and who supplied the carpentry,
joinery and ironmongery work for £567 15/10d. The two billiard tables with
all the equipment were supplied by Nelmes and Co, Glasgow, for £130 with
£30 being paid on completion of the job and monthly instalments of £5.
Work on the Club-house was begun in August, 1906, and it was opened amid
great scenes of celebration by Mr David McGhee of Melbourne house,
Dalmuir, on May 4, 1907.

The opening of the second green in 1899 and the Club-house with its
greenkeepers house as part of the building made the greenkeepers job a plum
one and when Mr Brown, the greenkeeper in 1906, was told his contract
would not be renewed there were 60 applications for the job. The wage was
23/- per week for the greenkeeper and his wife, who was responsible for the
Club-house and heating, lighting and rates were free. The successful
candidate was William Beattie from Dalry who began a long personal and
family connection with the club. This was in contrast to the number of
greenkeepers who had gone before.
There seems to be two fundamental points of conflict between greenkeepers
and Boards – the conditions of the greens and conditions of service. Every
member of the club thinks himself as an expert on greens, from the newest
tyro to what is perhaps even worse the greens convener, and everybody
knows how the greens should be treated. Furthermore any apparent defects
on the green are either due to the
greenkeeper’s ignorance or neglect of his duties. Whereas from the
greenkeeper’s point of view he has either too many bosses or he does not
get the conditions and pay that this demanding job would seem to warrant.
These points were seen clearly in the fate of the greenkeepers in the early
years of the century who by a delightful coincidence were called in
succession Mr Gray, Mr Blue and Mr Brown. The fate of the first, Mr Gray,
also illustrates what an act of faith the appointment of a greenkeeper is and
how fallible sometimes can be someone as august as a club president. When
Mr Gray was appointed in April, 1901 the then
president George. J. Miller who was the club’s lawyer for many years and
presumably knowledgeable on humanity stated confidently “we have a very
capable man”. By August of the same year the greenkeeper
was being warned about his misconduct and by November 1901 he was
“dismissed for misconduct” (unspecified).

With the arrival of Willie Beattie a period of stability and buoyancy began.
Willie came from Dalry and was known to be a good greenkeeper, from a
family with a reputation as greenkeepers and gardeners. He soon established
himself as a personality in the club. His son William was the only child ever
to be born in the Club-house and was to die in Dunedin Terrace in 1978,
only a few yards across the road from the club. His other son James, better
known as Jimmy, became probably the most distinguished member of the
club since the Second World War, being President 19 1961-62 and President
of the Dunbartonshire Association and the winner of many tournaments
inside and outside the club. Jimmy’s widow, Mary, has displayed in
recent years, in the face of great physical adversity, the courage and
resilience which she displayed over many years in the service of the club,
both as President and Treasurer, and as a lady champion and one of the
triples which won the Scottish Ladies Triples in 1975
The most recent member of the dynasty,
Alistair, is carrying on the family
tradition by being, along with John
McLean, the present club
pair’s champion. The founder of
this dynasty, Willie Beattie, had six good
years as greenkeeper until his untimely
death in 1913. In July of that year he
went to visit friends in Alexandria and
suddenly took ill in their house. A doctor
and Mrs Beattie were sent for and,
amidst universal disbelief, Willie died at
the age of 38. The tragic and unlooked
for death of Willie Beattie in 1913
seemed to mark, just as the outbreak of
the First World War a year later did, the
end of an era.

For although his brother David came up from Dalry to take over the post so
untimeously vacated things were never quite the same.
But if greens and greenkeepers, Presidents and worthies, building
programmes and social amenities are important to a Bowling at the end of
the day they are only there to serve the bowlers. It is true that despite the
television coverage and the projection of bowls by skilful players such as
David Bryant the game of bowls still does not enjoy the same prestige as
other sports, but above all does not have the same means or perhaps the same
desire to record its great games and feats.
Although there is not a record of tight games won and lost, of great players
losing closely fought championships, the victim of luck or their own
temperament, the club has a record of all its champions and, from 1895,
practically every winner of a club tournament. The silver plated bowls
presented to the first champion, Livingston P. Russell by the first President,
Samuel Crawford, are still the treasured possessions of the club. The winner
of the prize given for the opening of the greens in 1885 was James Barton,
whose prize of inscribed bowls are in the family possession in south Africa.
His son George joined the club in March, 1906 and when he died in March
1973 was, with 67 years continuous year of membership, the longest every
serving member of the club. In addition to this George was a very fine player
who won the championship in 1916. Perhaps the
most formidable player in the early years of the
club was James Simpson, who won the
championship three times, in 1897, 1898 and 1902,
thereby gaining outright ownership of the
championship cup – the Stark Cup. Indeed after his
consecutive wins in 1897 and 1898 James
demanded ownership of the cup but the Board
decided that the tradition of the club would be that
anyone winning the cup three times would keep it .

This, the redoubtable James did in 1902 and promptly claimed and got
keeping the cup. Mrs Stark, the widow of the original donor, generously
agreed to replace the cup.
But the Board had not reckoned with the most prolific cup winner in the
history of the club, John or Jock Brown, who won the championship 13
times. His first win was in 1904 and by 1908 he had accumulated the
necessary three wins to claim the cup. This time the new championship
cup was donated by Mr P. Halket who “handed over a handsome challenge
cup for competitions …… on the same lines as the Stark Cup,
namely that any member winning the cup three times, not necessarily in
succession, it becomes his own property”. Jock Brown was up to the
challenge. He was the first winner in 1909 and by 1913 had won it outright.
By a coincidence it was the widow of Mr Halket who replaced the
championship cup in 1914 but this time the rule was amended to
“the cup becomes the property of anyone who wins it three times in
succession”. And so it stands today and it was even too much for Jock
Brown because although he subsequently won it on seven more occasions
with twice wins two years in succession he never managed the magic three
wins in a row.
From its formation to the First World War the club enjoyed a lot of success
beyond the John Knox Street greens. In 1896, 1900, 1905, 1910 and 1913 the
club won the County Cup and the same rink which won in 1905 also won the
Richardson Cup with the aforementioned James Simpson as skip. In 1910
the Dunbartonshire Bowling Association was formed and Thomas McGuire
became its second President in 1912. In this regard it should be noted that in
1905 the club had applied to the Glasgow Bowling Association for
membership to be somewhat curtly
refused on the grounds that “your club is situated more than five miles from
the city centre”.

As well as having good players and talented administrators the club had
interesting characters from all walks of life. As previously observed,
although the nucleus of the membership was from the Yard there was a
strong body of merchants, many of whom took a keen interest in the political
life of the town. George J Miller, who has already been noted as President in
1900 and 1901, was the most prominent lawyer in the town
and was the club’s lawyer. Indeed there is hardly a significant document
in the early years of the club which does
not bear his signature. The President in
1909 and 1910 was James Carswell, the
cashier to the yard, whose shrewd
advice was telling at certain critical
points in the
club’s early years. The President in
1892 was Dr James Stevenson who
owned the house which is now the
Douglas Hotel and who was the first
Medical Officer of Health for
Clydebank. A monument raised by
public subscription to honour his services to the town can still be seen in
Kilbowie Road.Ministers from the local
Kirks were members too and it might
cause mild surprise to learn that Fr
Michael Lavelle, a curate at Our Holy
Redeemers, was a very popular member
from 1908-1913. When he ceased being
a member on his being transferred back
to his home diocese in County Tipperary his resignation is minuted and
unusually there follows a moving tribute which notes with regret his
resignation and assuring him that if he ever returned to Clydebank he was
welcome to throw a bowl. It was further noted that when he left O.H.R. a
large crown of parishioners led by their band accompanied him to the station.

Finally, and not least, the club had a strong representation of shopkeepers
and publicans, so strong indeed that the opening of the greens took place on
a Wednesday evening to accommodate the early day closing and not the
more usual Saturday afternoon which would seem more suitable and
advisable. When the proposition was put to the A.G.M. of 1911 that the
opening should be transferred to a Saturday afternoon the
status quo won the vote on the grounds that “Wednesday opening and a
Saturday closing divided the opportunities of members finding it hard to
attend”. Indeed in the whole history of the club there has been only one
recorded Saturday opening, in 1942 although possibly in 1941, the year of
the Blitz, there was a Saturday opening unrecorded. Thus by the outbreak of
the war the strong foundation of a flourishing club had been laid. There was
a modern Club-house with up to date facilities and two greens. The A.G.M.
of 1908 had agreed that there should be a maximum membership of 225 and
had rejected the idea of life members. The rules of the club had been laid
down and revised twice in 1904 and 1907. There was no bowling uniform as
such but in 1907 the Board ruled that no-one would be allowed on the greens
unless he wore heel-less rubber shoes. The question of the sale and
consumption of alcohol in the club was a matter of contention for some
years. The teetotal party in the club made two valid and serious points. The
first was since 1870 there had been a gradual tightening of licensing laws
and the Licensing (Scotland) Act of 1903 forbade any club such as a bowling
club to sell intoxicating liquor without a licence. Furthermore the Feu signed
with the Claude Hamil
ton Estate in 1896 expressly forbade on page 5 “the carrying on or per
mitting to be carried on, on the premises, the sale of any intoxicating liq
uor”. In these circumstances a Special General Meeting agreed over
whelmingly in 1904 that the club should go dry. This must have proved too
unpopular for in 1905 at the A.G.M. the members decided to rescind this
decision and agreed that Special Licenses should be applied for on certain
occasions. This was to remain a point of contention in the club for many
years and always in the end the Trustees of the Hamilton Estate had to be
consulted about any changes which involved the sale of liquor before finally
the club bought out the Feu in 1955.

Between The Wars 1918—1939
The outbreak of the most devastating war in history up to that time, in 1914,
is usually taken as watershed in historical accounts. The truth of the matter is
that it did not seem to affect the fortunes of Clydebank Bowling Club all that
significantly or, if it did, in the short term apparently for the better.
Clydebank produced the goods that were necessary in war-time – warships
and armaments and because men and women were producing these goods
proportionately fewer Bankies went off to the war and if anything the town
appeared to prosper. Indeed just before the war from about 1908 the classic
symptoms of a trade depression were beginning to be seen in the town. In
April, 1909 a
“Mr James Lyon tendered his resignation as a member on account of
unemployment” and in June of the same year “The Ties Committee
decided that on account of the bad trade at present it would be necessary
to stretch a point at this time”.

But the war changed this and the membership grew towards the maximum
225. This increase was helped by four somewhat exotically named members,
Motoi Tameda, Soji Kojung, T. Maeda and Taheo Ohira. There Japanese
members were part of a group of Japanese shipbuilders who
worked between 1916 and 1918 in John Brown’s to study the art of
shipbuilding. They were also introduced to our neighbours, the Hardgate
Golf Club, where Japanese Trophies are still played for and it prompts the
thought that if they only learned half as much about bowls as they apparently
did about shipbuilding there would now be brilliant bowlers in Japan.
Otherwise, the 1914-18 war seemed to make remarkably little impact on the
Clydebank Bowling Club. Only one person associated with the club, the
greenkeeper David Beattie, went off to the war. The Scottish Bowling
Association had agreed to adopt the Red Cross as its main beneficiary and a
number of matches were arranged and donations given for this cause. In the
latter years of the war wounded servicemen were entertained in the club and
in 1918 the club was given a standby notice saying that its premises might be
commandeered by the military
– an eventuality which did not occur. Perhaps the most surprising item
worth recording is that in July, 1916 the club took out an insurance policy
against aircraft damaging the premises, presumably by bombing. There is no
evidence that the club did the same in 1939. The years between the wars
seemed to be a period of standstill if not decline. Successive Boards were
happy to hold on to what they had and as the Twenties and Thirties on the
national scene progressively became a time of depression so the club
apparently was content to hold its own and stave off further decline. And yet
this was not immediately so. In the years after 1918, town and club seemed
to be booming enterprises with the Yard getting orders for ships, and Singers
getting orders for machines to replace those destroyed in the war, or which
had not been replaced because of the war. When one of the above-named
Japanese members Taheo Ohira rejoined the club in April, 1920, the Board
agreed that the members list should then be closed and yet soon after this
prosperity burst like a pricked balloon.

Early in 1923 Sir Thomas Bell, Managing Director of the Yard declared that
there were no more orders on the books after 1923. At the A.G.M.
of 1923 the Secretary minuted that “because of the depressed state of
trade and so much unemployment among our members, a number of
them had not yet paid their fees”. At the A.G.M. of 1933, 27 resigna
tions are recorded and the Secretary notes a plea that this is because of
the depression in trade and that the club’s facilities should be afforded
these ex-members. At the A.G.M. of 1935, the retiring President John Forgie
emphasised that the club’s membership had become dangerously small
“and asked that every member should endeavour to get new members for the
ensuing season”. In 1937 the number of members
was given as 135, the lowest since 1900, and by
1938 the fear of a possible closure of the club
had become so widespread that apart from a
suggestion that the club should be reconstituted
as “Clydebank Bowling and Bridge Club” the
suggestions accepted were that it should
advertise for members in the Clydebank Press
and on posters in the Shipyard where trade had
been picking up in the previous few years. These
anxieties over membership were of course
reflected in a constant worry over finance.
Indeed in 1935 matters had come to such a pass
that the Bank manager asked for the Title Deeds
of the club and this revealed a surprising
situation. In correspondence between President
Forgie and the aforementioned Thomas
McGuire, who was now the club’s elder
statesman, it was revealed that the club had no
Title Deeds to the green and that its entitlement
rested on possession and a letter from Miss
Grace Hamilton to Mr James Thomson
bequeathing the land for the purposes of starting
a Bowls and Quoiting Club. This letter, which
can be accounted for up to 1954, now appears to
be lost.

But the general depression and anxiety about money had a particular
relevance to someone associated with the club, Mr Allan Sturrock,
greenkeeper from 1921 to 1932 and founder of another Bowling Club
dynasty. Perhaps it was a sign of the times that Allan’s predecessor
Andrew Alexander was fired after less than a year in the job and that there
were 244 applications for the subsequent vacancy. Mr and Mrs Sturrock
were interviewed in a short leet of 10 couples for the joint post of
greenkeeper and caretaker of the Club-house and were successful and signed
an agreement for a combined wage of £3 per week plus house with heating,
lighting and rates paid. In March, 1925 the Secretary was
“instructed to notify the greenkeeper that his wages were to be reduced by
th
10/- per week from 6 April” i.e. the wages were now £2.10/- for greenkeeper
and wife. The ensuing correspondence perhaps has more relevance to our
present day circumstances than might have seemed the case even a few years
ago. In it Allan complains about the high handed action of the Board while
it for its part simply reply that times are hard and that is all the can afford.
Things were never the same from then on between Allan Sturrock and the
Board and eventually he resigned and joined the Albion Bowling Club,
although the family continued to look nostalgically on their days at
Clydebank Bowling Club. The author is grateful to our own Allan Sturrock,
son of the greenkeeper, and now both our longest serving member and, since
the death of Andy Pert, our oldest member, for his agreement to refer to the
correspondence featured above. In his own right as long serving member of
the Board and President in 1969 and 1970 Allan Junior has had a
distinguished association with the club as has Mrs Sturrock, an energetic
member of the Ladies Section and President in 1967. Allan, incidentally,
was the last President to follow the old and useful tradition of holding office
for two years, thereby gaining experience and allowing the Vice President to
do the same.

The mention of Mrs Sturrock above naturally recalls one significant
development in the club between the wars – the founding of the Ladies
Section in 1929. From earliest record times in the club there is mention of
the ladies although the club was entirely a male society. In 1907 when funds
were being looked for to build the Club-house wives, sisters and daughters of
members were there helping to raise the necessary funds. In the First World
War when the club entertained wounded servicemen there is clear evidence
that the women did the catering and generally provided the feminine touch.
And although it was a bowling club the Clydebank club was always a centre
of a social round which consisted of dances, whist drives and other social
activities at which ladies were present.

It was not, however, until after the First World War and the growth of the
feminist movement, reflected in women being allowed for the first time to
vote in Parliamentary Elections in 1918, that the possibility of women
becoming members of the bowling club was raised. Sixty years to the day
before the publication of this history on April 1, 1924, a proposition was put
before the Board and accepted without any argument being minuted that a
Ladies Section should be formed. When this was put out to the subsequent
Second General or May Meeting of that year it was passed by 31-28 votes.
However, the idea fell into oblivion until it emerged again in a rather
peculiar way. At the A.G.M. of 1929 Bert Pender, whom many members will
remember, drew attention to the fact that the circular calling the Meeting
mentioned a Ladies Section
when in fact no such body existed and asked that the verdict of “the
May Meeting in 1924 be rescinded as no ladies appear to wish to form a
Section”. This produced a debate and led to a successful motion that the
status quo be maintained and an attempt be made to recruit ladies.
The first four applications were from Mrs George Latto, wife of the
President, Mrs Daniel Cormie, wife of the Vice-President, Mrs John Reid,
wife of the Treasurer from 1931-1939 and a Miss H. L. Murray. On the
receipt of these applications the Board advertised a Meeting for ladies on
April 8, 1929 when 10 ladies turned up and inaugurated the
Ladies’ Section with Mrs R. Ramsay as the first President, Mrs George
Latto, Vice-President and Mrs Thomson, Secretary and Treasurer. The ladies
were not full members but associate members which meant that unlike the
male members they did not own the club nor were they by the
same token responsible for any of the club’s liabilities. Their Commit
tee had always to get permission from the parent body as the Board were
referred to for the use of the greens and Club-house and the raising of
money. In 1929 their fees were fixed at 5/- per annum and by the end of that
season there were 40 members going up to 65 members by the time of the
A.G.M. of 1936. This number held up to the Blitz when the Ladies Section
was temporarily shattered but picked up again in season 1943.
From the first the ladies showed a commendable spirit of good housekeeping. Their books were kept meticulously with every penny
accounted for and pennies made to go a long way. The Men’s Section

who also could pride themselves on well kept and properly balanced books
nevertheless appeared mildly to envy the ladies their financial wizardry so
that when a joint meeting was held in 1937 to see if the ladies would raise
their fees so as to contribute more to the general account the men got a rather
sniffy reply if not a flea in their ear and
finally the meeting agreed not to put up the ladies’ fees but to enter on a
joint programme of fund raising. At a further meeting some three weeks later
the ladies undertook to attend to the catering for the club and other games
and this was to be a continuing and ever expanding contribution which the
ladies made to the welfare of the club. Drama seemed never far from the
surface with the ladies for in May, 1938 the whole Committee resigned and a
new President and Committee had to be elected.
Although the club, in keeping with probably every other bowling club at
least in the West of Scotland, went through a lean time in the thirties with
regard to number of members and finance nevertheless when the war broke
out in 1939 it was holding its own. Furthermore during these years the club
had produced members of stature not only within the confines of the club but
in the wider world. Thomas McGuire, the early giant of the club, was still
showing an active interest in its welfare though decreasingly so after 1935
and indeed seemed to fade away only reappearing once at the Golden jubilee
in 1944. The legendary Jock Brown continued on his winning way recording
six of his astonishing 13 wins in these inter war years. But perhaps the most
distinguished bowler whom the club has seen, John B. Gillies, was at the
height of his powers during these years although he joined the club in 1912
and was a member until his death in 1950.

John was the recipient of many honours. He won the championship in 1920
and 1930. He was the President in 1932 although as Vice-President in 1931
he virtually ran the club because of
the ill health of the President Daniel
Cormie. He won all the honours in
the club but had particular hold on the
open pairs where his partner was his
son James, another fine player and
himself twice champion, the first time
in 1935 at the age of 23. But above
all he is the only member of the
Clydebank Bowling Club ever to have
won the Dunbartonshire singles and
ever to have been capped by his
country, playing for Scotland in 1937
against England, Ireland and Wales
and again in
Larne in Ireland in 1938 where he
won the Belfast Telegraph Challenge
Cup in a single handed competition in
which many of the players from the
international teams took part. He also
helped to establish a club dynasty in that his son Robert Gillies is still a
member of the club.
And reflecting on bowling club dynasties the longest continuous family
association with the club would seem to belong to the Kearns family whose
most successful member to date in bowling terms was Patrick J. Kearns,
known to many of the older members as Old Pat, and who spanned the eras
from before the First World War until after the Second World War.

The first Pat Kearns joined the club in 1904 and while he was still a member
after whom the trophy for the Club Pairs is named for although he is
remembered as something of a comedian he won the championship in 1931,
was a club skip for a number of years, served on the Board for a number of
years and was Convener of the Finance Committee when the financial
fortunes of the club began to turn for the
better in the mid 1940s. He was also Secretary of the “Youth Club” as the
veterans’ section is known, in the latter years of his life. When he
died in 1969, having been a member for 56 years, his son James or Jim
had already joined the club and at the time of writing James’ son Jim
has been a member for a few years giving a continuous family connection
with the Clydebank Bowling Club of 80 out of its 100 years of existence.

The club’s record during the inter-war period was relatively good. It
supplied three Presidents for the Dunbartonshire Bowling Association in
Messrs A. B. Brown in 1918, William Brown 1922 and George Latto in
1929. The County Cup was won in 1919 and 1920, the latter being the last
time that the club has won this trophy. As has been previously mentioned
John B. Gillies won the Dunbartonshire singles in 1923, the year in which it
was inaugurated, and the only time a Clydebank man has won the title. In
1935 he club won the county rinks and a special trophy, and again during the
war in 1942 the rink of Forgie, McCuaig, West and Thomson won the
Dunbartonshire rinks.
No account of the history of the club between the wars would be complete
without at least a mention of the two longest-serving officials of the club,
James Allan, Treasurer and David Sime,
Secretary, who each occupied their office
for 30 years and whose terms spanned the
year 1900 when Mr Allan became
Treasurer until 1942 when Mr Sime
resigned as Secretary. Not a lot is
recorded about James Allan, who died in
office in 1930 but David Sime is well
remembered as a commanding, somewhat
austere figure who in the classic role of
secretaries dominated the club and
perhaps over-reached himself in 1942 in
an incident which is recorded on another
page. After his resignation from the
secretaryship he continued in active
membership of the club until his death
and was a respected and hard working
secretary of the Clydebank District Association.

The outbreak of the war appeared
to have little effect on the
Clydebank bowling Club and
rather in the way the earlier war
had done if anything brought a
feeling of prosperity to the town
and the club. The club continued
its fixtures as before although there
is talk in the Board of shortages for
hospitality, particularly of the
warming dram the procuring of
which led to much ingenuity
among Board members. This was
at least until the fateful nights of
March 13 and 14, 1941 when
German bombers raided Clydebank
and life for the town was never
quite the same again.

The Third Phase 1941—1984
To Bankies the traditional division of history into BC and AD comes
secondary to their own view of life in the town “Before the Blizt” or
“After the Blitz”. The two nights of March 13 and 14, 1941, when
German bombers pounded the town, killing 534 of its inhabitants and
leaving only eight houses unscathed out of a total of 12,000 were two nights
which changed the nature of the town. So too, in a peculiar way, it affected
the life of the bowling club. By 1941 the fortunes of the club were at a low
ebb. Although it did not suffer a direct hit the club-house suffered extensive
damage from near misses and blast. The population of Clydebank had fallen
from 50,000 to 2,000 and many members had left the town on March 14 and
15 and at that point with no clear indication that they would ever return.

In 1942 the Club Treasurer, Mr Philip McDevitt reported that “I am reluctant
to sign a cheque in case it cannot be honoured”. The Ladies’
Section appeared to be totally defunct. And yet, wonderfully, out of all this
devastation grew a club stronger than ever.
There was a little unconscious irony in the Board Minute of Wednesday,
March 12, 1941, where it stated that the Board will meet again on
March 19 “to carry on the modifying of our Feu Charter”. In the event
the next meeting was on Saturday afternoon, April 12, when under the
chairmanship of Dugald Cunningham, the Vice-President, a total muster of
13 club members met in an emergency session to review the position of the
club. It is an act of piety to recall these 13: C.A. Boyle,
J. Gibson, G. Latto, P. McDevitt, A. McGhei, P.J. Kearns, G. Logan,
W. Scott, G. Campbell, A. Stein, D. Nicol and D. Sime. There was just a
touch of British stiff upper lip in the instruction given to the Secretary
to notify the other clubs with whom the club normally had fixtures “to
inform them that we cannot carry through our fixtures because of war
damage” although the S.B.A. competitions were to played as usual.
Mr. George Latto was to see if he could get the windows of the clubhouse
boarded up. The greenkeeper, who had been blitzed out of the house and
was living in Carntyne, was to get £3 per week and
guaranteed six months work. The Secretary and Treasurer were “to interview Mr Baird, bank agent, to see if our overdraft could be adjusted”.
By the A.G.M. of March, 1942, things had begun to pick up. Ninety-seven
members had paid their subscriptions. Nevertheless the Treasurer
was still saying that he “was refraining from prompt payment by cheque as
he did not care for having the cheques referred to drawer”. A motion
was put to the members that there should be a voluntary subscription of 10/or £1 and this realised about £20. The theme of the A.G.M. of 1943 was
hardly different. And yet one year later in 1944 the whole complex of the
club had changed so much that this year, the Golden Jubilee year of the club,
saw the beginning of a period of expansion which has lasted until now – 40
years later.

At the A.G.M. of 1943 the club had a deficit in its bank account of £358. By
the A.G.M of 1944 the club now stood in credit to the same bank to the tune
of £120 which is all the more remarkable when the value of the pound in
those days is considered. Various factors contributed to this change of
fortune. A new sense of purpose can be detected in the Board under
vigorous Presidents like Dugald Cunningham, Richard Alexander and Dan
West, the only member to be President on three separate occasions, with the
new Secretary John Thomson and Treasurer James Barr anxious to make a
mark. An ad hoc Finance Committee, under the convenership of P. J.
Kearns, charged with the sole task of making the club solvent, and devoted a
lot of time and energy to this task. And as has been pointed out already,
wartime Clydebank ironically prospered so that the times were helpful.
Indeed at the May Meeting of 1943 one
anonymous home spun economist is quoted as advising that “under the
present conditions when money was cheaper the House Committee should
go all out to take advantage of the situation and clear off entirely
the club’s debts”.
Furthermore although the club had been damaged in the Blitz it had not been
destroyed and there seemed a fair amount of evidence to suggest that over
the next few years the War Damage commission paid for quite a few
alterations and needed improvements in the club. The fees were fixed at £2
per annum and with a growing membership was bringing in a
growing income. The Ladies’ Section too, which had been badly
affected by the Blitz, renewed in 1943 its activities with a great new energy
and put fund raising high on its list of priorities. Two gala days raised in
excess of £100 and when it is considered that a new billiard table was
purchased and central heating installed a new mood of optimism and
buoyancy is apparent in the club. By the time the Club celebrated its Golden
Jubilee with a dinner in September, 1944 the maximum number of members
had been achieved and there was talk now of restricting entry to the club.

With the end of the war, the gradual lifting of restrictions on building, and a
general desire in the country for more social activities the club too sought
ways of expanding. The first step was to buy out the Feu in 1955 from the
Hamilton Estate for £385 13/-. This meant that the club could now provide
alcoholic drink subject only to the Licensing Laws and not be constantly, as
in the past, wondering if it was infringing also the terms of the Feu. At the
same time plans had been accepted for the renovation of the club-house
which resulted in the greenkeeper’s house, which had been at the entry to the
clubhouse and down the east side, being replaced by a new house built on to
the north side between the original club-house and the railway. This was
completed in May, 1955, by
J.H. McGhie & Co for a price of £3,800. And yet this was considered not
extensive enough and in 1968 the bar and hall were renovated at a cost pf
£2,700.

Even at that the Board and members were not satisfied. The booming Sixties
had brought them the belief that bowling clubs should be centres of
socialising for men and women. This belief was encouraged by the brewing
and distilling companies who for obvious reasons were prepared to offer
attractive loans to clubs to expand their premises. The feeling was that the
improvements of 1968 had been too modest, too unambitious and for the
next few years a variety of schemes of differing degrees of ambitiousness
and cost were mooted. Most agreed that there should be change. Some
argued that this should be radical – that for instance the whole face of the
1907 club-house should be changed with building at two levels. It was
further argued that the old 1886 club-house between the greens should be
scrapped and a modern complex for changing facilities built there. In the end
a mood of caution, perhaps realism, prevailed. At a Special General Meeting
in December 1972, the decision was taken, in principle, that there should be
further renovations that this should consist of refurbishing the hall and
extending the lounge at the expense of the greenkeeper’s house.
Incidentally in the debate when the point was made that the two pillars which
were in the hall should be remove to facilitate dancing, Dan West was
moved to recall that he had first danced in the hall in 1910 and the pillars had
not got in his way then. Nonetheless they were removed when as a result of
constant discussion in the Board room and with members as to what should
be done, who should do it , and how it should be paid for, the present clubhouse as it stands today was renovated at a cosy of some £25,000. The cost
was bourne by a building fund which had been set in motion, by a loan from
Ind Coope which finished in our Centenary Year and by certain overdraft
facilities afforded by the Bank to overcome early liquidity problems. The
final result was pleasing to members and much admired by visitors to the
club as being very modern and tasteful. Although further development plans
have been mooted in particular with regard to the area between the greens
these have not come to anything.

The transformation of the greenkeeper’s house into a bar lounge clearly
illustrates one development in the post war history of bowling greens. In
1972 a house was bought for the greenkeeper in Dunedin terrace across the
road from the club but this was soon sold off. Part of the reason was that in
the Sixties and Seventies the notion of the tied house was considered feudal
and people preferred to own or rent a house unconnected with their job. But
in the case of Clydebank Bowling Club there was
more to it than that. Since the building of the greenkeeper’s house in
1907 it seemed that greenkeepers and their families liked living in that house
but during these years and particularly after the Second World War the role
of the greenkeeper was changing. This can clearly be seen in the longestserving greenkeeper, Bob Dickson, who was greenkeeper for 19 years from
1947-1966. During this period Bob moved from being a greenkeeper to
being barman-greenkeeper to being a stewardgeeenkeeper and it was a
transition that both he and the club found hard to handle. In 1947 when he
was appointed at £4 a week and all found Bob was the greenkeeper and Mrs
Dickson looked after the club-house. But as work in the bar increased so the
greenkeeper was more and more getting accused of neglecting the greens
while he for his part thought that his wages were not at all keeping pace with
his increasing duties and general pay rises. At the A.G.M. of 1953 the last
clergyman to be a member of the club, the Revd Denis Leadbetter of
Hamilton Memorial Church, said that the £5 5/- per week paid to the
greenkeeper was a disgrace and ought to be increased. When Bob retired in
1966 having stopped serving in the bar in 1960 after an incident there, he
was earning £8 19/-, after much bitter wrangling between him and the Board
in his last few years. It is a bit sad after having been the greenkeeper for 19
years that when he applied for membership of the club on his retirement
he was told he would have to join the waiting list “the same as everybody
else”. He retired in March, 16, and died in October of the same
year without becoming a member. His successor, Bob McDougall, still
remembered by older members, tried to combine the job of greenkeeper and
club steward, but even he found the pressures too great for him and when he
resigned in 1969 it was realised that these positions should be separated.

Since the war various innovations have marked the Club’s determination
to establish itself as a modern progressive bowling club. In addition to the
building of modern commodious premises already referred to, it very quickly
followed a growing national trend to establish a distinctive club uniform.
The club badge, based on the Burgh’s Coat-of-Arms, was adopted in 1950,
the president was given a badge of office and a club tie was purchased.
There had been a countrywide move towards Sunday bowls and
Cumbernauld Bowling Club claim that they were the first in Scotland to
allow such in 1949. Certainly there was deep opposition to such a move in
Clydebank Bowling Club and when the idea was mooted at the AGM of
1968 it was defeated but was accepted in 1970. In mentioning Cumbernauld
it is interesting to note that the 10 clubs Clydebank Bowling Club played in
season 1896 were Renfrew, Dalmuir, Dumbarton Rock, Westonlea, Old
Dumbarton, Yoker, Milngavie, Renton, Alexandria and Kirkintilloch. Not a
lot has changed during the intervening years.

Although the club started well immediately after the war, the years since
have not been blessed with a great deal of success. The Clydebank and
District League was won in 1945 and 1946 and the County Cup in 1945. The
same year William Dempster won the A.J. Campbell single-handed. In 1947
Jimmy Smith and Jimmy Beattie won the Dunbartonshire Pairs and these
two with Adam Stein and Peter Sheddon had been the County Cup winners
two years before. In 1949 the club came nearest to national success when
the rink of Adam Stein, Dan West, John Menzies and Andy McCuaig got to
the semi-finals of the Scottish at Queen’s Park. The club was only to get to
Queen’s Park in any capacity once
more when the rinks made it in 1960 but did not progress very far. In 1957
the Dunbartonshire Rinks was won by Andy McCuaig, John McCall, John
McIlroy and Peter Sheddon. The league was won twice more in 1954 and
1977 and in the latter year our best victory in some time was when the rink
of Bert Campbell, George Hughes, William Smith and Stuart Riddell won
the Inter-County Cup. Two members, Adam Fisher 1973 and Jim McGinley
in 1981 have represented Dunbartonshire in the Andrew Hamilton Trophy in
the Scottish Championships. Within the club the most successful individual
players since the was has been Jimmy Millar who won the championship
four time the in years 1953, 1958, 1964 and 1977 while perhaps the greatest
virtuoso performance was by Willie McDonald in 1979 when he performed
the magnificent feat of winning the
Championship, President’s, Club Pairs and Triples, a performance
which will be difficult to equal, far less better.
The Ladies’ Section for its part has flourished in the years since the war.
st
When the section celebrated its 21 birthday in April 1950, the three
surviving founder members, Mrs. McLeod, Mrs. Potter and Mrs. McCulloch,
were presented with cases of spoons. At the A.G.M. of 1954 in addition to
the fees going up for the first time since its founding from 7/6d to 10/- per
annum, the section recorded that the maximum membership of 100 had been
reach and that there was now a waiting list. In 1956 the rink of Mrs. Logan,
Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. McLeod and
Miss Johnson had won the Scottish Women’s Bowling Association
Championship at Queen’s Park, a feat which the triples of Mrs. Niven,
Mrs. Simpson and Mrs. Beattie were to repeat in 1975.

In the wider world, too, the ladies were to blaze a trail which the men have
yet to follow by producing in the person of Mrs William Wilson, known
affectionately to her friends a Chatty, the President of the
Scottish Women’s Bowling Association in 1963. Mrs Wilson, whose
husband William was Secretary for several years and who presented the
Club Badges on show in the main hall was also Ladies’ Champion on
three occasions. Her son Jack is still a member of the Club. In 1983
Mrs Mary Napier became President of the Dunbarton Women’s Bowling
Association. The great strength of the women’s section to date
is that not only have they kept their membership and contributed to bowling
beyond the club as administrators and players, but they have made a
contribution to the welfare and strength of Clydebank Bowling
Club unsurpassed, it is safe to say, by any other Ladies’ Section in any
other bowling club in the world. And yet they have done this in a joyful
spirit. The evenings to the theatre which were a feature of the Forties and
Fifties and the days out in the summertime as well as the dances and socials
at the openings or on prize-giving nights or Burns’ night are always well
attended and give much pleasure to the members

Perhaps the spirit of this is found in the following lines, dare it be called a
poem, by Mrs Bryson, a former Secretary who would not claim that it will
one day finds its place in a revised edition of the Golden Treasury but who
wrote it for recitation on one such occasion described above as a joke against
her sister Nellie.
Noo this is a tale about one of our boolers,
I’ll no tell her name and maybe I’ll fool her. Ye’ll find she’s gey
often first on the rink E’en tho’ she’s left dishes piled high on
the sink. She likes nothing better than playin’ the lead And gey
often often arrives wi’ her bools at the heed. She chases the
bools wi’ a’her might And youv’e got to admits she can rin
a’right.
At rinnin I believe she could gie you a lesson
I can see by your faces you’ve all started guessing’.
Weel mebay someday she’ll appear on the telly And
then you’ll aw ken that this booler’s called Nellie.

The development of the social side of the club has by no means been
confined to the Ladies’ Section. Two of the most precious mementoes of the
club are menus. The first is an important one from 1908 and was
provided for the Clydebank Bowling Club Directors’ Annual Dinner and
in its own way provided a whole serious of fascinating insights, including an
indecipherable motto, into the life of the club and its times. The other, in
possession of John McIlroy a former President, commemorates the Golden
Jubilee Dinner at a cost of 5/- per head in the Masonic Temple on Friday,
September 8, 1944, and among many interesting items is the autograph of
one of the guests, David Kirkwood, who more than 20 years earlier had
ousted a member, John Taylor, to become Member of Parliament for the
area. Forty years earlier 1904, Mr Hutcheson, a local publican, was willing
to get a licence for a social function in the club provided he was allowed to
sell beer for 4d a bottle and a half of whiskey for 3d. At the Presentation of
Prizes, always a convivial event, the charge in 1909 was 1/6d per ticket
which included in addition to the meal, four drinks or a cigar in lieu of a
drink.
In 1918 in the last months of the First World War the Board decided that
whist drives should end at 10.30 pm and not midnight as hitherto! For our
th
th
50 Anniversary celebration in the Town Hall on October 5 , 1934, the Coop agreed to do the purvey for 6d per head “including supplying of all card
tables”. It was late in the Second World War that the tradition of Burns’
Supper began in the club or to be more correct was
first mooted and probably cost the club the services of its longest serving
Secretary, Mr David Sime. A proposed supper was cancelled in 1940
because of lack of support and when again it was proposed for 1943 Mr
Sime who had been the Secretary since 1912 said that if they went on
with the proposal he would resign fearing that Burns’ Suppers were too
closely associated with too much drinking. The Board decided to pursue the
matter and Mr Sime resigned but in fact the first Burns Supper was in 1949
and began a tradition which has continued yearly since.

The expansion of social activities in the club put a great strain on the
President and the members of the Board. In modern times they were no
longer merely in charge of a bowling club but a fair sized business as well,
and the difference in what this meant can be seen by a comparison of the
balance sheets of 1943 and 1983. In 1943 the Treasurer predicted that
expenditure would be £346 and income of £296 and the club already owed
the bank £358. The turnover of the club now and in particular the bar and
gaming machines is that of a respectable business so that when Boards in the
past had as their main concern the upkeep of the club-house and greens the
organising of tournaments, the present members of the Board have in
addition to concern themselves with the stocking and profits of the bar, the
conditions of service of the bar staff and the organising of not only a full
programme of indoor bowling but
entertainments as varied as the now traditional Burns’ Supper to the
dreaded bingo. A slight foretaste of things to come occurred at a Board
Meeting on December 8, 1948 when there was put before the Board and
seriously and lengthily considered, a complaint
that at a dance in the hall there had been four new dances to every one old
time dance and as a result may of those that attended had to sit out a good
part of the evening. The Secretary was instructed to write to the Convenor of
the Winter Games Committee to advise him that the Board desired that the
ratio of dances should be one old to one new. The Board also concerned
itself at more and more length with the kinds of stock that should be held in
the bar, what the prices should be, how the stock should be checked and
what level of profit was to be obtained. The Annual Ball in the Town Hall
and other venues was eagerly awaited and the Star and Garters on a Saturday
night were very much popular too with he problem of how best to distribute
the much prized tickets. Willie Lyons did not know what he was letting
himself and the club in for when on September 1968 he got permission from
the Board to have six games of bingo at the Star and Garters on the following
Saturday night. Through the years the Billiard Room, which has outlasted the
House of Lords as the last bastion of male privilege, has been in constant use
since its construction in 1907.

The state of the tables has at times caused great debate and yet friendly
games and tournaments have given much pleasure to many members over
the years. One name forever associated with the Billiard Room and its
upkeep is Willie Rae, who has given long and distinguished service to the
club but who will be best remembered perhaps for his care of the Billiard
Room.

The original card room has now disappeared and so these heated games of
solo—not to be played for money—are not now in evidence as they once
were. Although darts and dominoes provide recreation on a winters night
they do not seem to have to acquired that high level of seriousness which
indoor or carpet bowls have. In November 1907 after the opening of the new
clubhouse the board agreed to get the rules of carpet bowls. This game,
however, seems to have been different from our present version and seems to
have been played on a table— perhaps the billiard table. At all events the
modern game of carpet bowls has attracted its own following with local
friendly matches and leagues and a variety of competitions.

Clydebank Bowling Club, in 1984 is therefore at the height of its fortune. In
members, financial and physical strength, it is at its peak. The commitment
of the President, Board and members—men and women - to the welfare of
the club is unquestioned. There is a wide range of membership among the
men and woman, from the elders, full of age and wisdom, to a good number
of young players hungry for success. And this is where the future of the club
lie, not only as a friendly and sociable club which it undoubtedly is, but as a
bowling club full of keen bowlers anxious to win a name for themselves and
the club they are proud to represent.

Club Trophies
Although there are many competitions in the club and trophies for the
winners, the following are the most important.

The Club Championship – THE HALKET TROPHY CUP
This is the fourth cup to be played for in this tournament. The first two were
STARK Cups, the first of which was won outright by James Simp-son. The
second STARK Cup and the first HALKET Cup were won outright by the
legendary Jock Brown. When Jock Brown won his second cup outright in
1913 the rules were changed from ownership being
given to anyone winning a cup on three occasions to “to be the property
of any member winning the championship on three consecutive occa
sions”. This has never been done since Mrs P. HALKET donated the
second HALKET Cup in 1914 and it is the premier award in the club.

The President’s Prize – THE STARK-SIMPSON CUP
Arguably the most handsome trophy awarded by the club, it is certainly the
oldest. This was the first STARK Cup won outright by James Simpson
according to rule in 1902. Forty two years later in 1944, through the good
offices of John B. Gillies, it was donated back to the club by
Mr D. G. Dickson to be played for “a single handed tournament” and to
be called the STARK-SIMPSON Cup.

THE DUNEDIN TROPHY
Awarded anonymously to the club in 1959 and taking its name from that part
of John Knox Street in which the club is situated it is played for a singlehanded tournament open to those members who are 10m years or less in the
club and have never won a single-handed tournament in the club. It was
presented by John McIlroy, a former President and champion and a club
members for over 45 years.

THE GLENRUTHER TROPHY
This was also presented to the club anonymously in 1959 and is the prize for
the Open Pairs Tournament. It was in fact designed and made by club
member Dougie Thomson and replaced the Nicol Trophy which
was to be put “in a glass case in the main hall”.

THE P. J. KEARNS TROPHY
This is for the Club Pairs which is a ballot competition confined to club
members and was presented by Provost James Queenan to commemorate the
service to the club by P.J. Kearns during his 56 years of membership to
which other reference is made in the text of the history. It is perhaps fitting
that the first winners were James Queenan and George McLaughlin.

THE GEORGE McKAIN TROPHY
This is awarded to the winners of the Triples competition, and was first
played for in 1973 to commemorate George McKain M.M., a former
president of the club.

THE DEMPSTER CUP
This is awarded to the winning rink and was first presented in 1966 to
commemorate William Dempster, who died in office as Club Secretary in
1965. It was presented by his family to perpetuate his name in the club.

Presidents 1885 – 1984

Clydebank Bowling Club
Celebrating 125 Years 1884 -2009

THE NEXT TWENTY FIVE YEARS
PREFACE

Dear members and friends of Clydebank Bowling Club, in the following
part of this book you will detect a distinct change of presentation and
style.
This is because the “next 25 years” which follows, have been
constructed by a different writer.
The previous years from 1884 – 1984 were written by my very learned
friend Mr Leo Duffy, who was the obvious choice to continue with his
excellent work. Unfortunately Leo, after weeks of consideration decided
that he felt uncomfortable with the concept of adding to his original book.
Leo felt that the years from 1984 – 2009 should be presented in a more
friendly fashion, with facts and stories about fellow members, that the
present membership could relate to.
Thus the reason, that on Leo’s insistence I have put pen to paper, with
some of the less controversial facts and light hearted and enjoyable
things that have happened over the last 25 years at
Clydebank Bowling Club. Also contained is a documented diary of all the
bowling matches played during this special year.
The part which follows was put together, not in any chronological fashion,
but into compartments of various subjects that have taken place since we
celebrated our centenary. I hope you enjoy some of the stories that relate to
some good friends we first met when we joined this great club.
William R. Riach.

Jim Somerville Clydebank Bowling Club 2009
President’s Message
Like all Presidents who have held this office before me, it is indeed a
great honour to have been elected as President of Clydebank Bowling
Club. I feel very privileged to have been asked, but even more so to have
been elected in the club’s 125 Anniversary Year.
I personally believe that the club is moving in the right direction, especially
with the re-introduction of the Junior Section. The juniors, having been
reformed in the last few years, now looks healthy, with the intake of some
promising youngsters, who I am sure with the guidance of members, will
come to be respected by their fellow bowlers.

CLYDEBANK CO-OPERATIVE
SYLVANIA WAY, CLYDEBANK
0141 952 2000

We would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate

CLYDEBANK BOWLING CLUB
On it’s 125th. Anniversary

continued.
During my years as a member I have always found that the club has shown a
warm welcome to those who visit the club. I know that this has been
appreciated and is the reason that Clydebank Bowling Club is well thought
of by all who come to the club on bowling days and social evenings. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank the members for their encouragement
and support given to myself as President of the club and also I would like to
extend my thanks to the members of the 125 committee for all their hard
work in raising exceptional sums for our celebration year, and once again to
the members, for their support in this venture. I would like to congratulate
Lady President Davis Robertson on her appointment, and wish the Ladies
Section a successful season. Finally, I wish to extend my greetings to all
fellow bowlers and friends
from beyond the club, and look forward to meeting new friends and old and
to enjoying their company and laughter as Clydebank Bowling Club
welcomes you in our 125 year.

Lady President Davis Robertson
Clydebank Bowling Club 2009
Lady President’s Message

Greetings from all the members of the Ladies Section.
To President Jim and all the “Laddies”
The year of 2009 is a year to savour.
One hundred and twenty five years of bowling pleasure and enjoyment.
As we look forward to future years may Clydebank Bowling Club continue
to prosper.

THE NEXT 25 YEARS The Centenary Year 1984
The above plaque was unveiled by John Rannie Esq. CBE Honorary
President of Clydebank Bowling Club and retired Managing Director of John

th

Brown Shipyard, on opening day 7 April 1984 The plaque was designed
and presented to the club by John Brown Engineering (Clydebank) Ltd. Both
the above companies are sadly no longer in existence. As Tony Bird who
was at the time Engine Works Director of John
Brown Engineering recalls, “The bowling clubs Board of Management
left the final format and wording for the plaque to myself and the
Honorary Secretary, the late Willie Townsley, whose original idea it was”.
The wooden pattern for the plaque lay in the joiners shop until the last
minute, before being delivered to the forge master in Greenock. The
reason for this was that at the time, John Rannie’s health was a major
cause for concern. This meant that if he was unable to appear at the
opening ceremony, his wife would have to take his place. This would
entail altering the wording on the “Plaque”. The situation was
compounded when the first cast poured was rejected by John Brown
Engineering, as being unacceptable, “as it will have to last another 100
years”.

So the plaque you now see displayed at Clydebank Bowling club is actually
the second one. At the end of the day the bronze plaque was duly unveiled
by John Rannie himself. The Dinner and Presentation of Prizes took place on
th
the 26 Oct. 1984 in the Clydebank Town Hall, with no expense spared.
Special guests included Provost Hugh Duffy J.P. Raymond McCabe
C.B.E. Chairman of John Brown Engineering. Also representatives from the
S.B.A, D.B.A. and the C.D.B.A. The evening became so protracted that the
comedian for the evening the late Hector Nicol finally made the stage at five
minutes to midnight, and
told the audience that “in another five minutes they would have booked
me for the wrong date”.
The events of 1984 – 1985 were a great success, due in no small measure to
the President of that year Mr Robert Milne, who was quite outstanding in the
performance of his duties. Also the work put into the years celebrations by
his hard working committee, some of whom can be seen in the picture on a
previous page. The members thoroughly enjoyed various functions and
friendlies held in
1984, one of which was against the Rock Bowling Club, who were also
celebrating 100 years as a club.

Centenary Dinner Programme
1984

“Some merry, friendly, country folk, together did convene”

Introduction of the Top Table
BY
President Robert Milne
“Wi’ Reverence be it spoken”

Grace
By
Hon. Secretary William Townsley

“And pray, a guide things may attend ye”

Menu
Soup Braised Steak with Onions Creamed Potatoes Sliced Carrots Ice Cream
and Fruit Cream Trifle Biscuits and Cheese Tea Coffee
“They’re maistly wonderfu’ content”

Extracts from 1984 Centenary Presentation of Prizes
Order of Proceedings

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

Principle Speaker
Toast to Clydebank Bowling Club

President Robert Milne
“Yours, saint or sinner, Rob the Ranter”

Mr Raymond McCabe
Managing Director John Brown Eng Ltd
“And sage experience bids me this
declare”

Reply
On behalf of Clydebank Bowling Club

Mr. Leo Duffy
St. Columba High School
“Leeze me on drink! it gies us mair
than either school or college”

Toast
on behalf of District Council

Provost Hugh Duffy J.P.
Chairman Clydebank District Council
“And pledge me in the generous toast,
the whole of human kind”

Toast
on behalf S.B.A. and Kindred Clubs

Mr. James Allan V/Pres. S.B.A.
“Accept ye sublime majority my
congratulations hearty”

REMARKS
By Hon. President

MR JOHN RANNIE, C.B.E.
“My luv’d, my honoured, much
respected friend”

REMARKS
By Lady President

Lady Pres. Williamina McGavin
“My bonnie sweet wee lady”

Extracts from 1984 Centenary
Presentation of Prizes
Order of Proceedings

PRESENTATION OF PRIZES

Vote of Thanks Vice President William Crawford
“Instead of a song boys I’ll give ye a toast”

CABARET
“And spent the cheerful, festive night”

Bon Voyage
The picture that is displayed on this page was taken aboard the liner QE2
th
during her 25 anniversary cruise in 1992. In the picture is John Wilson
better known to members and friends as “Spike.”

John was selected by a national newspaper to represent the Burgh of
Clydebank, having worked as a joiner on all three Queens. That is The
Queen Mary, Queen Elizabeth and the QE2. The Board of Management of
the club decided that it would be fitting, due to the long history involving
Clydebank Bowling Club and John Browns Shipyard, that Spike should
present a gift, in the form of a silver salver, to the captain. During the cruise,
on which Spike was accompanied by his wife Jenny,” Spike” presented the
salver to Captain Robin Woodall. As you can see, Spike is wearing his
Clydebank Bowling Club uniform. Spike was also honoured by the members
on opening day 2007 on his achievement of being fifty years a member of
Clydebank Bowling Club.

The same honour was also awarded to T. P. Winter in 2006. During his 50
years as a member of Clydebank Bowling Club, T.P as he likes to be known,
has been selected as an umpire or in a supervisory capacity for 30 continuous
years for the S.B.A. Championships. He was
also called as an umpire for the British Championships in 1978 and 1990.
Most importantly he was ultimately selected as an umpire for the very
prestigious World Bowls in Aberdeen in 1984 (see below) and the

Commonwealth Games in Edinburgh in 1986.

It is a well known fact in the bowling fraternity that when ever asked to
speak at any of the competitions or championships that he has adjudicated at
T. P. never misses the opportunity to mention Clydebank Bowling Club

ANTIQUES BOWLS SHOW
As many members of the club know the very first set of bowls displayed at
Clydebank Bowling Club belonged to the first President Mr Samuel
Crawford who presented them to the club .These bowls have been kept in
our board room for many years, having been won by the first champion of
Clydebank Bowling Club, Mr. Livin P. Russell in 1885. As there are not
many bowling clubs over 100 years old who can boast of
being in possession of their first Presidents’ bowls, the following story is
th
even more remarkable. On the 7 of May 1996, Mr John Fitzsimons, a
comparatively new member of the club, approached the Board of
Management and asked if they would have a look at a set of bowls that he
had discovered while clearing out a relatives house. Imagine their
astonishment when they found themselves looking at a set of bowls dated
1884, the same year the club was founded. The inscription on the bowls tells
us that they were in fact presented to the first President, Mr. Samuel
Crawford by the builders of the greens, Michael Bolton & Co. on the
th
opening of the greens on the 13 . September 1884. So these bowls are
unquestionably the oldest presentation bowls belonging to Clydebank
bowling club. The Board of Management had the bowls refurbished and
presented John Fitzsimons with a set of bowls and thanked him for his
wonderful gift. The bowls, with their original box, now take pride of place in
a case in
the board room. The bowls are undoubtedly a wonderful part of the
original history of the founding of Clydebank Bowling Club.

The Short Carpet Game
This form of bowls was first brought to our club on the advice of our greatly
missed Past Secretary and Honorary President Willie Townsley, (see picture)
and has become the basis for Clydebank Bowling Clubs successful winter
programme.

Clydebank Bowling Club has dominated the CDBA Short Carpet League
for many years, having won it twenty times since 1984. The personnel
playing have changed many times over the years, but
Clydebank Bowling Club has continued to prevail home and away, as well as
being successful in the CDBA Champion of Champions, in all of the various
formats i.e. singles , pairs and triples.

The introduction to SSRIBA offered a new challenge to the short
carpet game, which Clydebank Bowling Club took to with great
enthusiasm, winning the “knockout” team event in 2004 at
Mosspark Bowling Club.

Past President Ian Graham with the winners.
The greatest individual success in the short game was undoubtedly in 1994;
when Scott Paton won the SSRIBA singles and then went on to win the
British Championships. The short carpet provides an excellent hobby to be
enjoyed by the
members in various internal competitions during the cold winter months, as
well as providing entertainment for our very competitive retired section and
continues to provide Clydebank Bowling Club with the much needed
revenue out with the bowling season.

The Retired Section
The members of the above section go from strength to strength, both in
numbers and bowling ability. The quality of there skills were most apparent
in 1984 when the Senior Rinks qualified to represent Clydebank Bowling
Club at Queens Park in the SBA championships. The team consisted of D.
Stewart, W. Frisby,
H. Barnstaple, and J. Fyffe. The retired section was again to the fore in 1997.
This time, at Ayr Northfield, in the same category. The rink being that of,
Jim Russell, Harvey Martin, Willie Reyburn, and Jimmy Hammill. In 2007
the senior bowlers of Clydebank Bowling club once again won
through to the Senior Fours SBA Championships, this time the rink was
skipped by Jim Russell, third John Orr, second Gordon Laird, with Peter
Reid leading. (See picture.)

Our retired section bowlers have also been successful in the DBA Senior
Rinks Championship, winning this trophy three times in recent years.
Clydebank Bowling Club winning this in 1986,and the rink, consisting of
Jim Russell, John Orr , Jimmy Irwin and Willie Renton winning this much
sought after trophy in 2005.Victory again was forth coming in 2008, when
Gordon Laird skipped the winning team, with lead Willie Renton, Jimmy
Irwin, second and John Orr third. At local level the Clydebank Bowling Club
seniors have contested
various finals and have won the C.D.B.A. David Sime Trophy
eleven times since 1984, the most recent being 2008.
The retired section were successful this year in winning the Senior Lennox
League The retired section, as well as being committed short carpet players
during the winter months, enjoys an excellent social calendar. These fixtures
include a very enjoyable bus run and the legendry Xmas party, which just
seems to improve with every passing year. A great number of the retired
section were members of Clydebank
Bowling Club in 1984, when the club celebrated it’s centenary, and
following is a list of members from that year who are still members 25 years
later.

MEMBERS LIST 1984
Four Bowl Singles
Winner- Duncan McLarty R/Up -Billy Adams
Two Bowl Singles
Winner - Jim Russell R/Up- Duncan McLarty
Balloted Pairs
Winners- Jim Russell and Jim Ferry
R/Up- Eric Peak and Willie MacKay
Two Bowl Pairs
Winners-George Bruce and Duncan McLarty R/Up -Willie Riach and Eddie
Sweeney
Peter McLean Triples
Winners-John Orr, Duncan McLarty and Jim Ferry R/Up- George Bruce,
Gordon Laird, (George Mitchell / Joe Scott)
Aggregate
Jim Russell
William Smith Pairs
Winners – John Orr and Duncan McLarty
R/Up Alex Fergusson, Arthur Watson

Room With a View

Many refurbishments have taken place in various parts of the club premises
over the last 25 years The first to take place was the removal of the original
bowls house between the east and west greens. The Board of Management
at the time felt it appropriate, that the above mentioned building be part of
the centenary celebrations and wisely decided that it should not be
demolished until after the celebrations had been completed.
With Past President Eric Peake’s architectural skills, the present locker
room now proudly stands in its place, fit for the new millennium.
In 1987 John Brown Engineering gifted the green keeper’s workshop
and storage building to the club, as a result of the President for that year
being Mr Joe Febers, an employee of the company. The same firm also
presented the new bowls shelters to the club in
1995/6 to replace the wooden originals, which were in a state of
disrepair. These shelters were selected by Past President Willie Riach to
celebrate his year as President, being a long term employee of John
Brown Engineering. The artificial banking around the greens was added
in 1988 at a cost of £6200 per green.
The major undertaking was in 1991/2 when the Board of Management
decided that a complete renovation of the hall and snooker room was
required. Aided again by Past President Eric Peake, it was decided to move
the small stage from the south west corner of the hall to the centre of the east
wall. The stair case in the south east corner was also removed. A steel beam
was then put in place across the ceiling of the hall from a new support at the
kitchen door to the opposite outside wall. This allowed the snooker tables to
be moved to facilitate an upstairs bar at a later date. A dormer window was
also constructed through the existing roof area to allow access to view the
greens. Readers will be interested in the before and after pictures.

The picture is of Past President Mr Bill Blane showing his snooker prowess
after completion of the work.
The overhanging roof was later cut back to allow members to see more of
the green. This part of the roof was removed by the late Lumsden Morton
(Lummy) who spent many hours assisting with the clubs roofing problem as
did Jimmy Meldrum better known to members as
“The King”
Both these members were undoubted characters of Clydebank Bowling Club,
and the club will always be indebted for there assistance and professional
expertise with various problems throughout the years. The refurbished hall
and function suite, now named the Andy Paton Suite, after our greatly
missed Past President and Honorary Secretary, was opened on January
1992.The first function to be held in the new hall was the annual Burns
Supper (see picture)
Once again, members will be interested to see the work in progress and the
finished article. The cost of the above renovations was £53,000, A bank loan
was arranged through the Bank of Scotland.
Due to the increase of “hall lets” it was decided to upgrade the hall
again in 2002. This is as it is at present day.
As mentioned before in a previous paragraph the roof continued to be a
major problem so in 2005 the Board of Management wisely decided that
enough was enough, and took the bull by the horns, and decided to re- roof
the original clubhouse with roofing tiles at a cost of £17,000 plus the flat
roof at the rear of the club was also repaired.

New PVC double glazing followed in 2006, in the hall and lounge areas, as
well as the viewing window in the snooker room. This project was carried
out in two stages. The cost of which came to £6,650 for the second stage
alone In 2007 it was agreed to upgrade the snooker room (£8,622) and the
ladies toilet (£3,620) in the corridor off the hall area. The new decking area
adjacent to the east green was installed in 2007 at a cost of £1500 and has
proved to be very popular with the members, who enjoy alfresco drinks
during the summer months. Due to the continued support and input from the
various Board of Management throughout the last 25 years the fabric of the
club buildings remains sound, and points the club forward to future year
celebrations with excellent facilities that the members should continue to
enjoy.

Above, shows the snooker room during refurbishment with new viewing window in place on completion

Above, shows the main hall during the renovation, and on completion, ready for the
Burns Supper, Jan. 1992.

“HIGH FIVE“
The picture below shows the Clydebank Bowling Club members selected to
play for Dunbartonshire County match in 1993.

Left to right –
Grant Russell, Billy Adams, Raymond Barr, David Flavell and Jim
McGinley.
The game was played at Clydebank Bowling Club against Ayrshire, and was
the first occasion that Clydebank Bowling Club had the honour of having
five players picked to play for the county at same time.

“HIGH FIVE“
The second occasion was in 2002, when the players pictured below
represented the County at Hawkshill B.C. in Largs.

Left to right-Gary Earl, Jim McGinley, Billy Adams, President George
Hughes, Brian Aitchison, Peter McIntosh
The following names are a list of all players from Clydebank Bowling Club
who have represented The County and the number of caps won.
A grateful vote of thanks is due to Councillor Ernie Johnstone of the SBA
for researching and compiling this list.

Clydebank Bowling Club
County Caps Awarded for Dunbartonshire and
East Dunbartonshire County
Rank
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Order of Selection Name
19
James McGinley
22
William Adams
21
Raymond Barr
11
Adam Fisher
24
Grant Russell
25
Gary Earl
10
John McColl
14
Hugh Guthrie
20
Brian Aitchison
9
James Russell
23
David Flavell
18
William Wylie
15
George Guthrie
16
Robert Guthrie
8
James Beattie
1
John Forgie
6
Gilbert Logan
13
Stewart Riddell
17
Alex Robertson
26
Peter McIntosh
3
Unknown
2
William Beattie
5
Adam Stein
4
Andrew Michie
7
Dan West
12
John McIlroy

Period
1980-2005
1992-Current
1987-1998
1961-1973
1993-Current
1999-2002
1961-1964
1965-1969
1984-2003
1959-1960
1992-1993
1974-1983
1967-1968
1970-1971
1954-1958
1938-1948
1950-1952
1963
1972
2002
1949
1939
1950-1951
1949
1951
1962

No. Of Caps
104
95
54
47
36
22
14
14
13
11
11
9
7
7
6
4
4
4
4
4
3
2
2
1
1
1

PAST PRESIDENTS

BACK ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT

S. McGeachie Jnr., W. Riach, B. Adams, I. Graham, B. Blane, R. Hume
MIDDLE ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT

V. Smyth, G. Bruce, A. Watson, S. Darroch, E. Peake, B. F. Graham
FRONT ROW LEFT TO RIGHT
J. Febers, R. G. Fyffe, J. McGinley, G. Hughes, G. Kerrigan

LADIES SECTION

PAST PRESIDENTS

Back Row Left to Right
Mrs. M. Duffy - Mrs. M. Connell - Mrs. C. Docherty
Mrs. M. McLarty - Mrs. A. Flavell
Front Row Left to Right
Mrs. I. Hughes - Mrs. P. Townsley - Mrs. M. Murphy
Mrs. I. Adams

“A TOAST TO THE LASSIES”
The ladies section of Clydebank Bowling Club was founded in 1929,
and they celebrated their 75th. Anniversary in 2004
It was originally, “for wife’s of members” although not exclusively, and
remained in that form until 1996 when it was opened up to “all” ladies
wishing to enjoy a game of bowls.
Over the past years the many restrictions placed on the ladies playing
time have been eliminated, allowing mixed games on weekends and
evening games. The one day mixed days proving to be very popular.
The evening aggregate and evening pairs have proved a great success
with our ladies who work during the day.
The ladies also enjoy a twenty team Open Rinks competition on the first
Saturday in July each year, and in 2003 the only Clydebank team to win
this competition is pictured below with the Lady President of that year,
Cathy Docherty. The same team were again successful in 2009, when
winning this trophy for the second time.

The ambition of every player must be to play for their club at the Scottish
Championships, and in 1996 Clydebank ladies section was represented in
the S.W.B.A. pairs, at Ayr Northfield, by Anne Flavell andMarilyn
McLarty.

The above picture was taken on the occasion of the SWBA Golden
Jubilee, which was held in Paisley Abbey in 1986.
Left to right
Nancy West (Sec. CBC) - Mary Napier (P/Sect. SWBA) -Ann
Campbell
(Lady Pres. CBC)

The ladies of Clydebank Bowling Club continue to enjoy a number of
friendly matches during the year, one of which is the very successful
game held annually with Hawkhill Bowling Club of Ayr.

Fun(d) Day
Members of the ladies section, starting out on a sponsored walk, in aid of
the 125 year celebrations’

Ladies Section
Prize Winners
125th Anniversary Year
Club Championship
Winner - Jennifer Riach. R/Up- Sarah Aitken
Vice President’s
Winner - Sarah Aitken. R/Up -Lesley Smyth
Nominated Pairs
Winners –Jennifer Riach & Anne Peake.
R/Up- Margaret Wilson & Anne Chisholm
Club Pairs
Winners –Davis Robertson & Cathy Docherty.
R/Up- Margaret Wilson & Marilyn McLarty
Evening Pairs
Winners - Jean M. Graham & Cathy Docherty.
R/Up- Wendy Cox & Davis Robertson

Ladies Section
Prize Winners
125th Anniversary Year
Continued
Brockett Trophy (Two Bowl Pairs)
Winners -Margaret Murphy & Irene Ross.
R/Up- Elaine Campbell & Mary Coughlan

Monteith Triples
Winners -Marilyn McLarty, Jennifer Riach & Anne Peake
R/Up- Francis Simpson, Mary Scott & Sarah Aitken

Nicholson Trophy
Winners -Jean Graham & Anne Chisholm.
R/Up- Margaret Wilson & Anne Peake

Sturrock Trophy
Winners -Francis Simpson & Chris Hinde.
R/Up- Marilyn McLarty & Anne Chisholm

Afternoon Aggregate
Winner- Francis Simpson

Evening Aggregate
Winner -Helen Johnston

DUNEDIN TROPHY
Winner-Jennifer Riach & Wendy Cox.
R/Up Marion Connell and Margaret Wilson

Clydebank Bowling Club
Lady Champions (since 1984)
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009

Mrs. F. Simpson
Mrs. W. Campbell
Mrs. M. Napier
Mrs. A. Flavell
Mrs. M. Napier
Mrs. A. Flavell
Mrs. A. Flavell
Mrs. M. Wilson
Mrs. E. Hendrie
Mrs. A. Flavell
Mrs. A. Flavell
Mrs. C. Ness
Mrs. E. Hendrie
Mrs. A. Flavell
Mrs. A. Flavell
Mrs. A. Flavell
Mrs. J. Riach
Mrs. A. Peake
Mrs. E. McIntosh
Mrs. J.M. Graham
Mrs. J.M. Graham
Mrs. A. Peake
Mrs. J.M.Graham
Mrs. A. Peake
Mrs. F. Simpson
Mrs. J. Riach

Clydebank Bowling Club
Lady Presidents (since 1984)
1985/86
1986/87
1987/88
1988/89
1989/90
1990/91
1991/92
1992/93
1993/94
1994/95
1995/96
1996/97
1997/98
1998/99
1999/20
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009

Mrs. I. Hughes
Mrs. A. Campbell
Mrs. H. Knox
Mrs. L. McLean
Mrs. H. Andrew
Mrs. M. Townsley
Mrs. S. McGinley
Mrs. S. McGinley
Mrs. E. Hendrie
Mrs. E. Adams
Mrs. M. MacLean
Mrs. A. Flavell
Mrs. Hendrie
Mrs. A. Flavell
Mrs. M. Duffy
Mrs. M. Darroch
Mrs. M. Murphy
Mrs. E. Hendrie
Mrs. C. Docherty
Mrs. C. Docherty
Mrs. M. McLarty
Mrs. M. Connell
Mrs. C. Docherty / Mrs. M. Connell
Mrs. C. Docherty
Mrs. D. Robertson

THE MAIN EVENT

The part which follows has proved to be the most difficult to put
together, but due to the fact that all minutes could not be
researched, congratulations to all members whose names are
mentioned and apologies to those who have been missed.
For some unknown reason Clydebank Bowling Club has continued
to underachieve in the CDBA League Championship, having
managed to win this very competitively contested trophy only once
since we celebrated our Centenary. This was in 1991 when, as
seen in the picture below, the club President of that year, the late
Andy Paton, is being carried shoulder high, with the cup.

In other games Clydebank Bowling Club has been proved more
successful, both at district level as well as DBA and SBA matches.
At CDBA level the club has won the Ackland Allan in 1999 and
2002 and also the Kirkwood Emblem in 2004, 2006 and 2007.

The CDBA Pairs has been a very successful competition for the
club since 1984.This trophy being won by Tommy Wyper Jr. and
Jim Russell in 1998, Bill Blane and Tommy Murray in 2003,Billy
Parker and Allan Ramsay in 2005. Billy and Stephen Adams were
also winners of this trophy in 1992.
Also at district level, one of the oldest trophies still played for, is
the much sought after A.J. Campbell Trophy, first played for in
1914. This was won by Willie McDonald in 1987 and again by
George Bruce in 2005.
The club has also performed well in the CDBA Top Ten, winning
the trophy in 1997, 2003 and 2008.
Back at club level, the Clydebank Bowling Club Open Rinks
continues to be a great success due to the huge input by Sam
McGeachie Jnr. in organising this event. Also, it must be said, with
the help of some fantastic, and much appreciated sponsorship
from The Famous Grouse and Concept Group.
In the above rinks, the club has been rewarded by winning this
competition four times in recent years. Billy and Stephen Adams,
along with Scott Paton and Grant Russell winning in 1995.The rink
consisting of lead Duncan McLarty, second Tom Bowater and third
Willie Riach and skip Sandy Darroch being successful in 1999. In
2001, the rink of T.P.Winter, Jimmy McKenzie, Owen McInally and
Ricky McDougall prevailed over Singer 1980, in controversial
circumstances. This was followed in 2002 when the victors were
Brian Purdie, Scott Paton, Peter McIntosh and Billy Parker.
In the late 1980’s Clydebank Bowling Club enjoyed a fantastic
intake of young enthusiastic bowlers. They were collectively and
affectionately known as “The Disney Club”, and nearly all went on
to win the Club Championship. Stephen Adams, Scott Paton,
Graham Ness, Grant Russell, and Gary Earl all winning the
Championship in their 20’s and 30’s, proving once and for ever,
our game is for all generations, No history of Clydebank Bowling
Club would be complete without a mention of Jim McGinley’s
achievement of 100 County Caps for Dunbartonshire, and as
members will see from the Championship Board no player has the
divine right, or guarantee, to win the “Big One”.

Jim joined Clydebank Bowling Club in 1974, making it twenty nine
years to finally achieve his ambition of being the Club Champion,
and win the trophy he so desperately wanted. This he did in 2003,
but like buses they come in pairs, and Jim retained the
Championship in 2004.
A new cup was introduced for the club members to compete for in
2003. The cup, called The Andy Paton Trophy, was donated by the
family of Andy Paton, who died in office, as Club Secretary in
2001.This is played as a “single handed” competition, but is played
as the best of three sets, instead of the traditional “21up”.
The D.B.A. County Cup has continued to be very difficult to win.
Our two successes being in 1986 and 1988.(see picture.) although
the club has come close on a number of other occasions.

The most recent success in the D.B.A finals was in 2008 when Jim
and Grant Russell and lead Allan McLeod won the Triples at
Helensburgh Bowling Club.
Clydebank Bowling Club has been represented on a number of
occasions at the finals of the Scottish Championships.
The triple consisting of Jim McGinley, President for the year,
Robert Milne and the late Willie Wylie represented the club in
1984. Raymond Barr and Brian Aitchison made it through to the
pairs’ final at Queens Park in 1988 and also the pair of Jim and
Grant Russell went all the way to the finals, this time at Ayr
Northfield in 1995. Grant had previously played in Scottish Junior
Championships at Queens Park in 1989.
The club once again was successful in 2007 when the rink skipped
by Billy Adams, third Stephen Adams, second Sam McGeachie Jr.
and lead David Flavell, qualified for the S.B.A. Championships at
Ayr Northfield. (See picture)

Arguably the best performance by Clydebank Bowling Club in
recent times goes back to the millennium year when the club won
the D.B.A. Top Ten. This qualified the club for the S.B.A. Top Ten
Championships the following year. I am sure most members can
remember the various matches played in 2001 when the team
pictured reached the finals held at Eddlewood Bowling Club,
Hamilton.
Away victories were achieved against Earlston Bowling Club in the
Borders and Rothesay Bowling Club from the Isle of Bute.
At both the above venues the players were accompanied by a
great number of members’ and friends. Those who travelled along
with President of that year, Vic Smyth, and the members of the
Board, thoroughly enjoyed the visits to the above clubs.
The same supporters were rewarded with an unbelievably exciting
home victory against West Barns Bowling Club.

As mentioned above the Finals were held at Eddlewood Bowling
Club in Hamilton, and unfortunately the club lost in the semi-final to
Kirkliston of Edinburgh, who went on to win the trophy

On the friendly side of the game the bowlers of Clydebank Bowling
Club have seen some of the old games disappear for different
reasons. Games against Eastfield, Renton and Corunna have
been lost, but others go from strength to strength, the matches
against Scotstounhill, Milngavie, Renfrew, Vale of Leven and
Abercorn (see later page) continue to be enjoyed by all clubs
involved.
The Lennox Trophy also continues to attract a great number of
players who wish to represent Clydebank Bowling Club against the
“double green clubs” in the area.
As Clydebank Bowling Club enters it’s 125th. year the Board of
Management and the members of the 125 committee, wish each
and every player every success both individually and collectively
for the season ahead and for the future.

125th.

The Diary
Anniversary Celebrations

The year’s celebrations began on the evening of the 27th. March, with
the Club Member’s Dinner.
In attendance were the Provost of West Dunbartonshire Council,
Mr Dennis Agnew, accompanied by representatives from the S.B.A. /
D.B.A. and President John (Jazz) Smith of the C.D.B.A. Also in
attendance were fellow bowlers from S.S.R.I.B.A. and the Lennox
League.
They were accompanied by our sponsors, who had committed funds
from their various companies to help make 2009 a memorable year for
the members. (See later page)
The toast to Clydebank Bowling Club was proposed by a much
respected friend of the local bowling fraternity, Mr. Alistair Macdonald,
The Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Dunbartonshire.
The evening began, with the formal unveiling of the new entry door by Mr
T. P. Winter, the longest serving playing member of the club. The door,
being a wonderful gift to the club, from Joe and Maureen Febers. (see
pictures. on later page).
The members and guests were welcomed on arrival by the piper for the
evening Mr. Jimmy Liddell who has “piped in the haggis” at our annual
Burns Supper since 1963.President Jim Somerville made a small
presentation and gift to Jimmy and thanked him for his services to
Clydebank Bowling Club over some 46 years.
After an excellent meal, the members were treated to some very warm
words of congratulations from various members of the bowling fraternity.
Among the most appreciated was the very thoughtful letter, read out by
The President, having been received from the Clubs Centenary
President Mr. Robert Milne, who resides in Detroit City U.S.A. Gifts were
received from Provost Agnew in the form of the Coat of Arms of West
Dunbartonshire Council.
Also presented to the club were two framed pictures of Clydebank
Bowling Club, dated 1904 & 1914. These were gifted by Councillor
Ernie Johnston of the S.B.A.
These items are now proudly displayed in the board room.
The vote of thanks was proposed by Billy Adams, Chairman of the 125
committee.

New Entry Door
As mentioned on the previous page, the door was unveiled by
Mr. T. P. Winter. In the picture below he is accompanied by
President Jim Somerville and W. D. C. Provost Dennis Agnew

The picture above shows the presentation to Joe and Maureen
Febers, from the Board of Management, in appreciation of their
generous donation

Opening Day
Sat.4th. April
On a very blustery afternoon, the green was duly opened by
Mrs. Sharon Somerville, the wife of the President.

The new club flag, commemorating the 125th. Anniversary of the
club, was unfurled by the Past Lady President Mrs. Cathy
Docherty, accompanied by this years greens convenor, Mr Joe
Currie.
The ladies section opening took place the next day, followed by
the retired section, who got their season underway on the Monday.

APRIL CONTINUED
Fri. 17th APRIL
The season got under way with the first C.D.B.A. competition, the Kirkwood
Emblem. Unfortunately five wins from eight rinks was not enough to secure the
trophy for this year.

Sat.18th April
The friendlies of the anniversary year were a great success. The first being
against Scotstounhill, who presented the club with a miniature Tantalus on
behalf of the members and directors of Scotstounhill

Fri.24th April
Once again an excellent result was achieved in the Ackland Allan with six rinks
winning out of eight. Unfortunately, this was not enough to win the first trophy of
the season.

Sat.25th April
The friendly against Milngavie was played in wonderful spring sunshine, and the
club received a gift in recognition of its 125th year from our visitors. The beautiful
crystal decanter was accepted by President Jim Somerville on behalf of the
members and directors of Clydebank Bowling Club.
This was also a celebration of over 100 years of friendlies between the two
clubs .The first being played in the mid 1890s.

May
Fri.1st May
CDBA League - Clydebank 4 pts. v Old Kilpatrick 14 pts.
Sat. 2nd May
Milmine Trophy - Once again the main club prevailed against the
retired section by the “massive” score of plus 3 shots.
Fri.8th May
CDBA League - Clydebank 14 pts. v Scotstounhill 4 pts.
Sat 9th May
Due to the inclement weather and flooded green conditions on the
day, the Andrew Hamilton county match involving East
Dunbartonshire and Lanarkshire was postponed. The game was
rearranged for Wed. the 13th. The score being East Dunbartonshire
79 shots, Lanarkshire102 shots.
Congratulations are due to Billy Adams who gained his 89th cap on
the evening.
Fri.15th.May
CDBA League- Clydebank 16 pts. v Victoria Park 2 pts.
Sat 16th May
The annual Mixed Rinks winners this year were,
George Bruce, Jim Russell, Jean M. Graham, and Tracy Clark.
The finalists were Eric Peake, Anne Peake, Billy Wilson and Irene
Ross.

May
Fri.22nd May
CDBA League - Clydebank 14 pts. v Yoker 4 pts.
Sat 23rd May
The Balloted Pair’s/ This years final will take place on club finals
week.
Scott Paton, Danny McDermott, will play Joe Currie and George
Bunting, who were successful in qualifying by winning through in
today’s event.
Fri.29th MAY
CDBA League - Clydebank 11 pts v Radnor Park 7 pts.
Sat. 30th May
Pakora Day/ Once again the club members responded in great
fashion, to enjoy a fun day at the green, with nothing at stake
except trying to avoid the dreaded wooden spoon. (Surely not two
years in a row Tommy!)

June
Fri.5th June
CDBA League Clydebank 16 pts v Yarrow 2 pts
Sat.6th June
Mixed Triples Winners- Sandra Watt, Brian Aitchison, and Brian
Purdie. R/up-Jean Graham, Donald Sinclair, and Tam McCabe
Sun 7th June
Willie Irvine Triples Winners - (after an extra end) Allan McLeod,
George Bunting and Stuart Riddell. R/up- Joe Campbell, Willie
Riach and Eric Peake.
Fri 12th June
CDBA League Clydebank 16 pts v Albion 2 pts
Sat.13TH. June
Renfrew Friendly A most enjoyable days bowling with some old
friends, and a victory for Clydebank B.C. After which the Renfrew
Club President, Gordon McBride, presented President Jim of
Clydebank Bowling Club with the gift of a clock, “for times past and
times to come”.
Sun. 14th June
Jonathan Harvey Trophy The trophy, along with splendid prizes
were purchased with the fantastic sponsorship received from the
local funeral director. The trophy and the competition were a “one
off” and was organised to celebrate the 125 Anniversary of the
Club. To-days competitors were all from Clydebank B.C.
Winners- George Bruce, Sam McGeachie and Frank McGinley.
R/up Raymond Barr, Billy Adams and Billy Parker
also qualifying for the final on the 28th of June were Willie Riach,
Sandy Darroch and Tom Bowater also Grant Russell, Jim Russell
and Kenny McKenzie.

Thurs. 18th. June
SBA District Finals This is the third time in recent years that the Club
has had the privilege of hosting this prestigious event. All of the winners
from today’s games go through to the Scottish Finals at Ayr Northfield.
Players having come from as far as Oban and Campbelltown.
Fri.19th June
CDBA League Clydebank 3 pts v Singer 15 pts
Sat. 20th June
Mixed Pairs Winners -Tracy Clark and Willie Hudson. R/up – Irene
Ross and Billy Wilson
Sun.21st June
Jonathan Harvey Trophy Today’s matches involved invited visiting
clubs, who were located near to an office of the sponsors. All qualifiers
from to-days matches go forward to the final on the 28th of June. The
qualifiers were as follows, Old Kilpatrick, WDDC, Bearsden, Yarrow,
Singer 1980 and Radnor Park.
Fri.26th June
CDBA League Clydebank 10 pts v Dalmuir 8 pts
Once again the club has managed to finish in second place in the CDBA
League after a very difficult opening game.
Sat. 27th June
DBA County Cup/ Again the club teams performed magnificently in this
very prestigious competition, winning all four rinks, with a total of plus 34
shots. Unfortunately this was beaten by Dumbarton who were the
winners with four rinks, plus 38 shots. (Oh! for another five shots)
Sun .28th June
Jonathan Harvey Finals/ This fantastic format of a three man team,
playing a singles, pairs, and a triple was once again enjoyed by both
members of Clydebank B.C. and also the visiting teams who made it
through to to-days final. The community liaison manager, Patricia
Gallagher, of the sponsors was on hand to present the prizes to the
victorious players.
Winners- Raymond Barr, Billy Adams and Billy Parker. (Clydebank
B.C). R/up- Yarrow B.C.
The semi-finalist was Bill Darroch, Jimmy Irwin, John Orr, / Kenny
McKenzie, Jim and Grant Russell. (All from Clydebank B.C).

July
Fri. 3rd. July
Rock Friendly This game was last played in 1984, when both
clubs celebrated their centenary year. So it was only fitting that it
should be reinstated in 2009, and both clubs responded in true
fashion with 7 rinks from Clydebank B.C. travelling to compete in a
most enjoyable match.
Victory for the host team did not dampen the spirits of our
members as President Jim presented the host club with a glass
plaque and received a clock in return, as both clubs exchanged
gifts to commemorate 125 years of bowling. (See “Rock On” for
pictures)
Sat 4th. July
Ladies Open Fours What better way to celebrate the 125 year
than to win your own open rinks competition! The Clydebank team
of Jennifer Riach, Lesley Smyth, Marilyn McLarty and Anne Peake
just edging the ladies from Colgrain in the final. Beaten semifinalists were Argyll B.C. and the ladies from Nitshill & Hurlet.
Sat 4th July
DBA Inter -County Cup Team of Jim Somerville, Joe Kerrigan Jr,
Mick McDermott and skip Joe Currie represented Clydebank, just
missing out by 5 shots against Thornliebank.
Jimmy Byrne, the club members responded and travelled to help
celebrate the100 th. year of the host club.

Sun 5th July
Burnside Friendly Thanks to the enthusiasm and commitment of
Jimmy Byrne, the club members responded and travelled to help
celebrate the100 th. year of the host club.

Sat 11th July
Kindred Clubs Day This competition was a huge success thanks,
in no small measure, to the wonderful sponsorship received from
David Ross and his company of A.B.T. Tooling.
President Jim welcomed 23 teams on a brilliantly sunny day who
enjoyed an excellent days bowling. The winners of the competition
were Clydebank, represented by David Flavell, Craig Watson, Jim
and Grant Russell. The beaten finalists were also from the host
club. They were Andy Knox, Tam McCabe, Brian Aitchison and
Joe Kerrigan Jnr. The beaten semi- finalist hailed from a Yarrows
Select team and Old Kilpatrick.
Various gifts were presented to Clydebank, from the Albion,
Victoria Park, Dalmuir and the SBA Umpires. Also individual
visiting rinks generously donated their own personal tokens and
spoke on behalf of their respective clubs. All of whom wished
Clydebank every success and thanked the club for the thoughtful
invitation that was offered to them as part of the 125 celebrations.
Sun 12th July

CDBA. Mixed Pairs Winners- Ann Chisholm and George Bruce
(Clydebank B.C.) R/up - Carol Laird and Lewis Campbell (Clydebank
B.C.).

Fri 17th July
CDBA Top Ten Clydebank 2pts Albion 6pts
Sat 18th July
Two Bowl Pairs Winners - Vic Smyth and Willie Riach. R/up –
Hugh Tolland and Tam McCabe. Beaten Semi-Finalists were
Jimmy Irwin, Danny McDermott, Peter McIntosh and Billy Parker.
Sat 25TH July
Open Fours Qualifying. The top eight teams from to-day’s matches
go through to the Open Rinks on Sat. 1st of Aug.
Fri 31st. July
CDBA League Cup / Clydebank 14 pts Radnor Park 4 pts.

Rock On
On the 3rd. July 2009 the club travelled to the Rock Bowling Club
to celebrate the 125th. Anniversary of both Clubs. The players who
travelled are pictured below.

The President and George Mitchell manage to win an end.
Or was it just the shot?.

August
Sat. 1st Aug.
Clydebank B.C. Open Fours Once again this hotly contested
competition was a fantastic success. This being down to the commitment
shown in organising this event over a long period of time by Sammy
McGeachie Jnr.
The Sponsors who commit to the event “The Famous Grouse” . (
Maxxium ) and “Concept Group Ltd.”
The Winners this year were the team from Victoria Park B.C. who just
edged out the Clydebank team of Joe Campbell, Brian Cox, Vic Smyth
and Eric Peake by one shot, in a highly exciting final. The beaten semifinalists were Dalmuir B.C. and again from Clydebank, the team of Allan
McLeod, Tam McCabe, Sammy McGeachie and skip Billy Adams.
Sat. 8th. Aug
Friendship Rinks / Winners, - Mick McDermott, Stuart McCormack
(Fairfield B.C.) Jimmy Boyle (Fairfield B.C.), and Joe Currie.
R/Up, Arthur Watson, Willie Docherty (Singer), Craig Watson and skip
Willie Gregg (Singer).
Beaten semi-finalists were David Flavell, Stuart McDade (Yoker),
Stephen Adams, and Allan McLeod (Old Kilpatrick). The team of
Les Kearny, (Yoker), Gordon Laird, Jimmy Curle (Yoker), and skip
Peter Reid, completed the qualifiers.
Fri.21st. Aug.
CDBA League Cup / Clydebank 14pts Old Kilpatrick 4pts
Sat 23rd Aug.
CLUB FINALS (see prize winners 2009)
Sun 24th Aug.
CLUB FINALS (see prize winners 2009)
Fri. 28th Aug.
CDBA League Cup / Clydebank 14pts Victoria Park 4pts
Sat 29th Aug.
CLUB FINALS (see prize winners 2009)

September
Fri. 4th. Sept.
CDBA League Cup - Clydebank 14pts Singer 4pts
Sat.5th. Sept.
CDBA Champion of Champions -Congratulations go to skip Grant
Russell and his team, consisting of Tommy Wyper, Scott Paton and Jim
Russell, who won the rinks, (The Whitehart Trophy) at Victoria Park
B.C.
Sun. 6th. Sept.
Vale of Leven Friendly - The penultimate friendly of the year finally
rewarded President Jim Somerville with his first friendly victory of the
season. A most enjoyable game was followed by a meal and a few
songs. At the following presentation the club received of a glass plaque
as well as a personal gift to the President from our visitors.
Sat. 12th. Sept.
125th. Anniversary Year- Members Day
The highlight of this special year culminated with today’s game which
took place in glorious sunshine.
(As readers will see in the picture on the next page).
The day was an overwhelming success, with both green’s fully occupied
due to the number of players participating, and also in the manner in
which the members enjoyed this “one off day”! in the history of the club.
The game was organised to involve all section of the club, including our
junior members.
The age range of the participants from youngest junior at 10 years old, to
the oldest member at 93 was a testament to the game of bowls that it
allows for enjoyment throughout the generations.
The day’s events got underway with the unveiling of the granite stone,
which was laid in celebration of the Club’s 125th. Anniversary.
See pictures on next page.

September

September
This honour fell to Pres Jim Somerville and to The Club’s Centenary,
President Robert Milne, who flew home at the request of the 125
committee from Detroit City U.S.A. for the ceremony.
In his well received speech to the members, Robert mentioned that this
was the year of “Home Coming Scotland” and that this coincided with
his homecoming to Clydebank Bowling Club.
Sat. 19th Sept.
Abercorn Friendly - What a friendly to finish off the season! Our
friends from across the water did not let Clydebank down with the great
turn out of six rinks for this last friendly of the year. Clydebank being
the victors, but with the first "toucher" going to the visitors, with the
very first bowl. The President of Abercorn presented President Jim with
a silver salver, which as our President intimated will be displayed in a
new cabinet in the members lounge, so that all members can view the
many gifts bestowed on the club during the 125th. anniversary year.
Sun 20th. Sept.
League Cup Final - Clydebank 8pts Dalmuir 10pts
The team came so close to winning its first League Cup since it was first
played for in 1984, with two rinks losing out by just one shot in what was
a thrilling encounter. The fact that the shots were 130 to 113 in favour of
Clydebank was of no consolation.

Sat. 26th. Sept.
Fish Supper Game - The annual game played between the ladies and
gents sections of the club, was as usual, a great success. As was the
much appreciated fish tea at the end of a most enjoyable and fun filled
day.

October
Sat. 3rd. Oct.
Closing Day - Where! did the past six months go? As members
arrived to take part in the last game of 2009 it seems to be the most
asked question. As the years pass, it seems that the bowling season
gets shorter and shorter or perhaps this year has flown by faster than

most due to the fact it was so special.
Sun.4th. Oct.
Andy Ward Game - A day when we all remember our greatly missed
old friend. A day as always organised by Vic Smyth, when we play for
The Award Trophy. Also Andy’s wine, bush-hat and home made jam.
It was a special day, on which the members got to welcome Andy’s
family who never fail to come and support the event. This the family
did in great numbers, to remember a father and grand father on this the
tenth anniversary of death.

Open Competitions Winners
2009
The Arnold Henderson Trophy (Radnor Park)
Eric Peake, Willie Riach, Vic Smyth and George Bruce.
Scotstounhill Open Triples
Tam McCabe, Joe Currie and Mick McDermott.
Clydebank Ladies Open Fours
Jennifer Riach, Lesley Smyth, Marilyn McLarty, and Anne Peake.
Newton Mearns B.C. Invitation Rinks
Tommy Murray, Vic Smyth, John Orr and George Bruce.
Rhu B.C. Open Triples.
George Bunting, Alistair Scott and Stuart Riddell.
Partickhill B.C. Open Pairs
Winners- Mick McDermott & Billy Adams.
R-Up Colin Laird & Billy Parker
Singer 1980 Open Pairs
Brian Aitchison and Joe Kerrigan Jnr.

Modern Times
In 2009 Clydebank Bowling Club embraced the 21st century miracle,
better known as, “the world wide web”.
A vote of thanks is afforded to club member Colin Burnett ,who
designed the site from scratch and should be appreciated by all
members for his hard work in achieving this very worth while project,
This web site allows members and non- members alike, to find out
what’s happening at the club, using the diary icon. Click In the blether
icon to comment on all aspects of the club, where ever they are in the
world. “Hits” have been received from America, Canada, and Korea
on a regular basis.
In the forum and blether sections, the witty comments inserted under
such pseudonym’s as “shady”, ”nae lead” and “bankie boy” are there
for all to smile at. Not forgetting the pearls of wisdom! from
“grumps mumps”.

You can visit the site at
www.clydebankbowlingclub.co.uk

The 125 Committee

Left to right:- Duncan McLarty, Blair F. Graham, Chairman Billy Adams,
Willie Riach, Brian Purdie

Two years ago, a proposal was put forward by Mr George Bruce, that a
special committee be put in place, with the sole purpose “to organise
the Clubs pending 125th Anniversary”. The committee would consist of
Chairman Billy Adams / Secretary Blair F. Graham/ Minute Sec. Willie
Riach /Media & Marketing Brian Purdie, and Duncan McLarty, who
was to guide the committee with his experience, having been a member
of the board of management during the centenary year celebration.
The group met for the first time on the 13th. of June 2007. In the ensuing
months the committee worked very hard and in a very harmonious
manner and with the help of local companies and friends over £21,000
was raised, to ensure that each and every member had the opportunity
to feel part of this special year

A new tie and badge, which contains the existing and original design
was commissioned. The result of which, at the time of going to print
some £900 worth have been sold at a subsidised cost, with the money
going into the main club funds. Also a new ladies scarf and clip has
been fashioned and purchased in great numbers by lady members
The new flag was designed and now flies with pride to celebrate 2009.
A new cooker, new entry door and a plasma screen TV. having been
put in place, as well as new bar -staff uniforms, to wear on special
occasions.
The Ladies Sect. and Retired Men’s Sect. benefited with donations
towards their favourite friendlies.
A Club member’s dinner was organised and enjoyed by all who attended.
The 125 Bowling Trophy, played over three week ends was organised,
as well as a Kindred Club Game. A Members Day Tournament took
place in September for all sections of the club to enjoy. This took place
on the nearest Saturday to the day the club was founded in 1884.
An up-dated history was added to Mr Leo Duffy’s original book.
Finally the granite stone and surrounding area was put in place and
now stands as a permanent reminder of the 125th year at Clydebank
Bowling Club.
As the year draws to a close the 125 committee will now be standing
down, knowing that they have surpassed the targets that they set for
them selves, and with the knowledge that they have served Clydebank
Bowling Club to the best of their ability.

125th. Anniversary Celebrations
12th. September 2009

President Jim Somerville and Centenary President Robert Milne
unveil the 125th. Anniversary plinth

President Jim Somerville with 125 Committee Chairman Billy Adams
and Centenary President Robert Milne

Members taking part in the 125 Members Day celebrations Saturday 12th.
September 2009

125th. Anniversary Celebrations
Members Day
12th. September 2009

Presidents Rink
Left to Right
Honorary Secretary Jim McGinley, 125 Chairman Billy Adams,
Ladies Secretary Cathy Docherty, Vice President Sammy McGeachie
President Jim Somerville, Centenary President Robert Milne
Ladies President Davis Robertson, Retired Section Chairman Jim Russell

Left to Right
Bill Blane Donald Sinclair, Jean M. Graham, Harvey Martin,
Willie Darroch, Anne Peake, Tommy Murray, Jackie Somerville

Left to Right
Grant Russell, Chrissie Hind, Joe Campbell, Ashleigh Cox
Sasha Docherty, George Bruce, Mary Coughlan, Ian Graham

Left to Right
Brian Purdie, Sandra Watt, Eva Broadfoot, Babs Hammill, Colin Laird
David Scott, Anne Chisholm, Lewis Campbell, Scott Paton

Left to Right
Hamish Ness, Duncan McLarty, Jason Laird, Tracy Clark
Willie Riach, Eileen Adams, Ainsley Clark, Colin Burnett

Left to Right
Blair F Graham, Billy Parker, Margaret McQuade, Craig Laird,
Conner Duncan, Irene McKenzie, Hugh Davidson, Craig Watson

Left to Right
Davie Duguid, Willie Ross, Mick McDermott, Graeme Cox,
Ewan Somerville, Carol Laird, Joe Currie, Mary Scott

Left to Right
Joe Scott, Brian Cox, Danny McDermott, Irene Ross
Brian Aitchison, Helen Johnston, Joe Kerrigan Jnr., David Clark

Left to Right
Gordon Somerville, Willie Kelly, John Orr, Jennifer Riach,
Peter Reid, Elaine Campbell, Eric Peake, Willie Hudson

Left to Right
Dick Maxwell,, Eddie Sweeney, Jim Irwin, Marilyn McLarty
Marion Connell, Gordon Phillips, Harry McToal, John Johnston

Left to Right
John Ryan, Bob Fyffe, Andy Morran, Chris Maxwell
Lesley Smyth, Alex Morton, Gordon Laird, Wilie McKay

Left to Right
Alistair Scott, David Thorburn, Chris Thorburn, Heather Campbell,
Erin Clark, Vic Smyth, Hugh Connell, Alan MacLeod

Left to Right
Jessie McLeod, Margaret Gourley, Willie Renton, Benny Docherty, Elaine Sinclair, Peggy Townsley,
Margaret Graham, Maureen Febers, Isobel Hughes, George Hughes, Joe Febers, Marta Gamble

Clydebank Bowling Club
125th. Anniversary Year 2009
Prize Winners
Championship
Winner

Runner-Up

Scott Paton

Jim Russell

Presidents
Grant Russell

David Flavell

Dunedin
David Scott

John Ryan

Andy Paton
Billy Adams

Hugh Tolland

Rinks
Willie Riach - Sandy Darroch
Vic Smyth - George Bruce

Peter McIntosh - Billy Parker
Brian Purdie - Scott Paton

Triples
Hugh Tolland
Billy Parker
Tom McCabe

Willie Riach
Vic Smyth
George Bruce

Clydebank Bowling Club
125th. Anniversary Year 2009
Prize Winners

Nominated Pairs
Tom McCabe
Billy Parker

Kenny Baird
David Flavell

Balloted Pairs
Gordon Laird
Scott Paton

George Bunting
Joe Currie

Junior Championship
Colin Laird

Lewis Campbell

John Rannie
Aggregate
Stuart Riddell

Jim Ferry

Clydebank Bowling Club
125th. Anniversary Year 2009
Prize Winners

Club Champion 2009
Scott Paton
Adds to his 3 previous
Championship Wins

Presidents Trophy Winner 2009
Grant Russell

Andy Paton Trophy Winner 2009
Billy Adams
With sponsor Margaret Paton

Rinks Winners 2009
Left to Right
Willie Riach , George Bruce, Sandy Darroch, Vic Smyth

Dunedin Trophy Winner
David Scott

Junior Singles Champion
Colin Laird
with Sponsor Margaret Graham

Triples Winners
Hugh Tolland, Billy Parker, Tom McCabe

Nominated Pairs Winners
Billy Parker and Tom McCabe

Balloted Pairs Winners
Gordon Laird and Scott Paton

125 Kindred Clubs Day
Saturday 11th. July 2009
Sponsored by ABT Tools and Tooling

Winners
Standing Jim Russell and Grant Russell
Seated David Flavell and Craig Watson

Semi Finalists , Runners Up and Winners.

Cheques being presented to
Ladies President Cathy Docherty and Retired Section Chairman Jim Russell
with President Jim Somerville, 125 Chairman Billy Adams, Vice President Sammy McGeachie
and the Honorary Secretary Jim McGinley

Jonathan Harvey Trophy Final
Sunday 21st. June 2009
Semi Finalists, Runners Up and Winners
with Sponsor Jonathan Harvey’s Patricia Gallacher

Opening Day 2001 - Board Members
Left to Right
Bill Blane, Brian Aitchison, President Vic Smyth, Sammy McGeachie,
Provost Alastair Macdonald Alan Ramsay, V. P. Eric Peake,
Sandy Darroch, Hon. Sec. Andy Paton, Ian Graham, George Bruce, Peter Neill

A “ Head of Bowlers”
Probably taken in 1974

Spike and Jenny celebrating with the captain of the QE2

The Clubhouse 2009

Top Ten Team that reached the Scottish Bowling Association finals in 2001
Photographed at Rothesay Bowling Club
Left to Right
Brian Purdie, Jim Russell, Billy Adams, Sandy Darroch, Stephen Adams,
Jim McGinley, Brian Aitchison, Gary Earl, John Orr, Peter McIntosh, Billy Parker

Triumphant return from Rothesay

The future of Clydebank Bowling Club

Finals Day, Boardroom 2009

Andy Ward Game, 4th October 2009

Presentation of Prizes 1987
How many faces can you pick out in this picture taken at the
Presentation of Prizes in 1987.
No prizes for getting them all right.

Presidents of Clydebank Bowling Club
Since the turn of the last century.
1900\1 G. J. Miller

1946\47 D. West

1982\83 F. McGeachy

1902\4 W. McGuire

1948\49 J. Hood

1983\84 D. Meldrum

1905\7 T. McGuire

1950\51 A. Stirling

1984\85 R. Milne (Cent.)

1908 W. Mark

1952 D. West

1985\86 W. A. Crawford

1909\10 J. Carswell

1953\54 A. McGhie

1986\87 J. Malcolm Snr

1911 W. Simpson

1955\56 J. MacPherson

1987\88 J. Febers

1912\13 A.B. Brown

1957\58 G. McKain M.M.

1988\89 G. Hughes

1914\15 J. McDiarmid

1959\60 J. Russell

1989\90 J. McGinley

1916\17 T. Mann

1961\62 J. Beattie

1990\91 R.A. Love

1918\19 J. Stevenson

1963\64 J. Cassells

1991\92 A. Paton

1920\21 W. Brown

1965\66 J. McNaughton

1992\93 G. Kerrigan

1922\23 G. Campbell

1967\68 J. McIlroy

1993\94 D. Buchanan

1924\25 W. McKendrick

1969\70 A. Sturrock

1994\95 W. Adams

1926\27 W. Wright

1971\72 R. Guthrie

1995\96 W. Riach

1928\29 G. Latto

1972\73 J.F. Fleming

1996\97 W. Blane

1930\31 D. Cormie

1973\74 R. G. Fyffe

1997\98 J. Malcolm Snr

1932 J.B. Gillies

1974\75 S. Riddell

1998\99 G. Kerrigan

1933\34 J. Forgie

1975\76 R.G. Fyffe

1999 S. Darroch

1935 A.M. Allan

1976\77 F.F. Pierce

2000 G. Bruce

1936\37 W. Peters J.P

1977\78 A.G.M. Milne

2001 V. Smyth

1938\39 G.A.Boyle M.B.E

1978\79 W. Townsley

2002 E. Peake

1940 N.K. MacLean

1979\80 W. Reyburn

2003 S. McGeachie Jnr

1941 J. McKenzie J.P.

1980\81 G. Meekison

2004 I. Graham

1942\43 D. Cunningham

1981\82 D. Broadfoot

2005 T. Wyper

1944\45 R. Alexander

2006 B. F. Graham
2007 R. Hume
2008 A. Watson

Centenary President - Robert Milne -- Millennium Year President - George Bruce
Millennium Year C.D.B.A. President - Andy Paton

Champions of Clydebank Bowling Club
Since 1936.
1936 W. McCormack

1961 R. Barrie

1986 G. McWilliams

1937 J.P. Gillies

1962 S. Riddell

1987 R. Forey

1938 J. Steel

1963 H. Guthrie

1988 W. McDonald

1939 W. Mason

1964 J. Miller

1989 J. Edwards

1940 W. Mason

1965 H. Guthrie

1990 W. McDonald

1941 R.M. Dender

1966 R.G. Fyffe

1991 W. Adams

1942 J. Thomson

1967 T.P. Winter

1992 G. Russell

1943 A. McCuaig

1968 T. Milne

1993 G. Ness

1944 A. McCuaig

1969 G. Forbes

1994 S. Paton

1945 J. Menzies

1970 R. Guthrie

1995 P. McCartney

1946 J. Menzies

1971 W. McDonald

1996 S. Paton

1947 A. Stein

1972 T. Milne

1997 P. McIntosh

1948 W. Dempster

1973 W. Wylie

1998 J. Russell

1949 G. Logan

1974 W. McDonald

1999 G. Earl

1950 J. McIlroy

1975 D. Broadfoot

2000 J. Russell

1951 W. Mason

1976 J. Scott

2001 W. Parker

1952 H. Allan

1977 J. Miller

2002 S. Adams

1953 J. Miller

1978 A. Morran

2003 J. McGinley

1954 A. Stein

1979 W. McDonald

2004 J. McGinley

1955 J. McIlroy

1980 R. Guthrie

2005 W. Adams

1956 W. Frisby

1981 R. Guthrie

2006 B. Purdie

1957 J. Rodgers

1982 J. Liddell

2007 S. Paton

1958 J. Miller

1983 B. Aitchison

2008 W. Parker

1959 T.P. Winter

1984 J. Russell

2009 S. Paton

1960 A. Fisher

1985 G. Laird

Secretaries and Treasurers
Since 1984
Secretaries
The following have held this
esteemed office since 1984

Treasurers
The following have held this
esteemed office since 1984

William Townsley

John McGinlay

Andy Paton

Tom Wyper

Blair F. Graham

Andy Sheridan

George Bruce

Vic Smyth

Jim McGinley

Tommy Murray
Vic Smyth
Raymond Hirst
Brian Wyper

ABERCORN BOWLING CLUB
PAISLEY

On behalf of the members of Abercorn Bowling
Club,
The President
And the Board of Management would like to take
this opportunity to
Wish Clydebank Bowling Club
every success and good fortune as it
Celebrates its’
One Hundred and Twenty Fifth year.

SPONSORS OF CLYDEBANK BOWLING CLUB
A GREAT DEAL OF THANKS IS DUE TO OUR SPONSORS WHO
HAVE CONTRIBUTED MOST GENEROUSLY TO MAKE THIS YEAR
POSSIBLE.

ABT Tools and Tooling
Bank of Scotland
Clydebank Coop
Concept Group
Inbev UK Ltd / Tennents
Jonathan Harvey
Maxxium The Famous Grouse
Phoenix Plumbing and Heating Engineers
Mr Joseph Febers & Mrs Maureen Febers
Members and friends of Clydebank Bowling Club

Acknowledgements
First and foremost, to the Chairman and members of the 125 committee,
who helped me greatly with the format of
“The Last Twenty Five Years”.
To Chairman Billy Adams, and his hard working and enthusiastic team
of Brian Purdie, Blair Graham, Duncan McLarty, all of whom having
been nothing but supportive, during the construction and researching of
the years between 1984 and 2009.
My thanks and appreciation to my good friend and mentor Mr. Leo
Duffy, for his guidance and encouragement, when confidence was
lacking with the writer.
A vote of thanks to Jean M. Graham, who took on the task of re-typing
Leo’s original book and to Blair F. Graham for the books new front
cover design and his input to the final lay-out of the “next 25 years”.
Also to the members of the club who supplied names, faces, dates,
photographs, etc.
Last, but by no means least, to Jennifer, for her typing skills and her
considered thoughts.

William R. Riach

Provost Denis Agnew and the
Councillors of
West Dunbartonshire Council
would like to congratulate
Clydebank Bowling Club
on reaching it’s
125th. Anniversary
and wish them all best for the
future.

